From:

Sent:

To: DPIE W Regional Water Strategies Mailbox

Subject: Draft Macquarie-Castlereagh Regional Water Strategy

Dear DPI E

I n Dubbo we are set to experience sone of the worst consequences from

d i mat e Change as anywhere

in Australia (ANU Cimate research reported in that Dubbo is one of 5

el ectorates to be the nost severely effected with average tenperatures by
2050 to increase to 4 degrees C. higher if em ssions are not curtailed).
Thi s Septenber, the bureau of Meteorology reported that the average
tenperature was 3.3 degrees C. higher in Dubbo.

It is nore likely that the predictions in the draft strategy will becone
reality, rather than be worst case scenario, as the draft strategy

i nplies.

Predictions are that rainfall will reduce by up to 12% spring rainfal

wi |l decrease, and autum rainfall will increase. If water nmanagenent
doesn’t change, in 40 years inflows to Burrendong damw || decrease by

50% and Burrendong will be bel ow 10% hal f of the tinmne.

Drought conditions in Dubbo during the last 2 years saw residents
experience the worst water restrictions ever. The dam held only 1% of
water. Personally, | could not keep nmy 1 acre

subur ban garden alive and had to prioritise what | tried to keep alive.
Even with good w nter

rain, our lawn is still infested with weeds. Two 40 yo gumtrees died. The
expense of cutting

t hem down is high and repl acenent inpossible. Personal water use was kept
to such a

m ni mum that we were only bathing and washing up fromreused buckets of

| aundry water.

Dubbo Environnent G oup has canpai gned in 2020 agai nst unlicensed

fl oodpl ai n harvesti ng,

t he construction of new dams and weirs and the continued over-extraction
of water from our

rivers by agribusiness. The health of our rivers and wetlands is of the
hi ghest priority if we are to protect our environnent from further

i rreparabl e degradati on.

Thank you for considering our subm ssion.

I 0 000 Envi ronment Group)





