From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject: Macquarie-Castlereagh RWS Submission Warrumbungle Shire Council

Dear Regi onal Water Strategy Team

Pl ease find bel ow Warrunmbungl e Shire Council’s subm ssion on the
Macquari e- Cast | ereagh RWS

Unfortunately, the provided subm ssion formdid not provide sufficient
space for our conments,

therefore | have enclosed those in the email body.

WARRUMBUNGLE SHI RE COUNCI L SUBM SSI ON TO MACQUARI E- CASTLEREAGH REG ONAL
WATER
STRATEGY

Counci | wel cones the opportunity to coment on the Draft Macquari e-
Cast | ereagh Regi onal Water
Strategy.

| ssues

| nproving Water Security in the Upper Castlereagh and Tal bragar River
Syst ens

Option 4 of the Long list of options states:

| mproving town water security in the upper Macquarie unregul ated river
system Conduct a feasibility study to identify options to inprove water
security for towns that rely on water fromthe upper Macquarie

(unregul ated) system including Bathurst, Orange, Oberon and Lithgow. The
study would identify water security deficiencies, potential water sources,
delivery nmechani snms and preferred options for further devel opnent.

Council believes a simlar feasibility should al so be included for towns
that rely on water fromthe upper Castlereagh and Tal bragar R vers. This
woul d ensure that the Strategy is all-enconpassing, addressing issues of a
simlar nature across all parts of the Macquari e-Castl ereagh Catchnent.

Apart from Tinor Dam | ocated at the very top of the Castl ereagh catchnent,
there are no major water storages in the upper reaches of the Castlereagh
and Tal bragar rivers. As a result, river flows can be highly variable and
riverbeds often dry. This area includes the towns of Coonabarabran,

Cool ah, Dunedoo, Mendooran and Bi nnaway, with the majority of these
centres experiencing mjor water

supply and security issues in recent droughts. Wile groundwater supplies
al so exist in nost of these towns, there are issues w th groundwater
quality as well as limtations on extractions.

In particular the issues for Warrunmbungl e Shire Council i nclude:
- Currently insufficient groundwater allocation for Coonabarabran, not
inline with the now 11
bores and $2. 2M groundwat er pi peline project; Council assunes that an
application for an



increase in allocation will be granted following the finalisation of the
hydr ogeol ogi cal study/ groundwat er managenent pl an.

- Mendooran and Dunedoo town water source security appears impacted and
t hr eat ened by

local irrigators and other users (such as RWS); despite these concerns and
sust ai ned Counci |

obj ection, approval has recently been given to the installation of another
irrigation bore

near Dunedoo. - Mendooran and Binnaway, Council’s unsewered townships,
suffer from groundwat er

contam nation, rendering the use of back-up bores partially inpossible.

- Binnaway and Coonabarabran surface water extraction cannot at all
times conply with

current Water Access Licence requirenents with regard to environnent al

fl ows.

The Macquari e- Castl ereagh Regi onal Water Strategy needs to recognise that
alnost all towns in the

upper reaches of the Macquari e-Castl ereagh catchnment are experiencing
simlar issues inrelationto

wat er security, and therefore all of these centres should al so be given

t he sane | evel of consideration when | ooking at options for inproved water
security. The chall enges faced by smaller centres is often nore
significant due to ageing water supply infrastructure and limted
financial capacity for these centres to afford the costs of expansi on and/
or upgradi ng.

Therefore, as provided in option 4, Inproving town water security in the
upper Macquarie unregul ated river system the strategy should al so
consider a simlar option

| mproving town water security in the upper Castlereagh and Tal bragar river
system

Conduct a feasibility study to identify options to inprove water security
for towns that rely on water fromthe upper Castlereagh and Tal bragar
systens, including Coonabarabran, Cool ah, Dunedoo,

Mendoor an and Bi nnaway. The study would identify water security
deficiencies, potential water sources, delivery mechani sns and preferred
options for further devel opnent.

Groundwat er Managenent

Counci |l supports the options included in the long list relating to
groundwat er, including options 13 and 39 but specifically options 25, 26,
27 and 28.

Groundwater plays a magjor role in the supply of water to virtually al
towns and villages in

Warrumbungl e Shire. It is critical that these supplies are effectively
managed to ensure long termwater security for the urban centres relying
on this water. The Strategy needs to ensure issues relating to access to
this water, as well as protecting these supplies fromcontam nation, such
as fromactivities related to coal seam gas extraction/fracking, or over-
extraction, is well understood. There needs to be a high |evel of

col | aborati on between NSW agenci es responsi bl e for the managenent of these
groundwat er supplies and Council as a key user of this water. This can
only be achieved with a greater |evel of understandi ng about how these



groundwat er system actually work and what the key threats to

their long termsustainability are, with this know edge shared between
Council and these agencies to enabl e sustai nabl e groundwat er nmanagenent
pl ans to be devel oped and i npl enent ed.

Current issues Council faces include:

- Secure Yield modelling for groundwater supplies, required for
Council’s Integrated Water

Cycl e Managenent Strategy.

- Development of water sourcing policies, where multiple sources are
avai |l abl e and using avail able Secure Yield nodelling results, to ensure
optimal yield while considering

downst ream supply system for exanple in the case of Coonabarabran

Bi nnaway and

Mendoor an.

- Determination of adequately updated town water restriction triggers
as part of Council’s

Dr ought Managenent Pl an.

Ongoi ng Managenent of Key Water Infrastructure in Rural NSW

The strategy outlines in Section 3.3 p 103

O her inportant considerations when we arrive at shortlisted options wll
be who owns and maintains infrastructure options, who benefits fromthe
option, what the inpacts are and how to pay for the

option: for exanple, should the cost be recovered fromwater users and
what can be funded by the Australian or NSW Gover nnents?

A key consideration for any najor infrastructure option which benefits
LWUs will be how t he ongoi ng operational and renewal costs of this
infrastructure is dealt wth.

This is particularly relevant for Warrumbungl e Shire Council, where there
are nunerous individual water supply systens servicing small, isolated
communities. Currently, there are ten supply systens across the Local
Government Area, including two non-potable supplies. Many of these towns
and vill ages have

stagnant or declining populations as well as old water supply
infrastructure which needs to be renewed. At the sane tinme, Council is
required to conply with the sane regul atory issues as well-resourced nmgj or
water utilities, while constantly battling to attract and retain skilled
staff with the necessary expertise to ensure Council continues to neet its
key water supply obligations, especially in regard to reliability and
water quality

The ongoi ng cost of operating these water supply systens, as well an
ensuring ongoi ng renewal of key assets, is a significant and ongoi ng

chal l enge for Council. There is limted scope to increase water charges to
cover these costs, as many communities sinply do not have the capacity to
pay, due to

limted household i ncones and declining, aging popul ations.

The Strategy needs to address this situation, by engaging effectively with
these communities to fully understand these chal |l enges and expl ore
sust ai nabl e sol utions. There needs to be open and broad

rangi ng di scussions held with these communities so that a realistic

under standi ng of the issues can be gai ned, and sol utions developed in a



col | aborative manner. This process al so requires both the NSWand
Australian Governnent to take an open m nded approach to the potenti al

sol utions which nay be

identified, recognising the very real challenges which many rura

communi ties face and being prepared

to exam ne new ways of ensuring these communities can remain viable in the
| ong term

Regar ds,

War r unbungl e Shi re Counci

Excel | ence in Local Gover nnent

This email and its attachnments may be confidential and are intended
solely for the use of the individual to whomit is addressed. Any views or
opi ni ons expressed are solely those of the author and do not necessarily
represent those of Warrumbungle Shire Council. This enmail does not conmt
War runbungl e Shire Council unless confirmed in witing on Counci
letterhead. If you are not the intended recipient of this email and its
attachnments, you nust take no action based upon them nor nust you copy or
show t hem t o anyone.

Pl ease contact the sender if you believe you have received this email in
error.





