From:
Sent:
To:

Subject: "Come to the Heart... of Ecological Destruction" Please do not
Support the Rous Dam

| feel alittle |like the Lorax here.
"I speak for the trees!"”

But | do, and | nust, because once again for sonme m nd-boggling reason the
| eaders of the area that | grewup in are trying to tear up our precious
natural environment. For profit. O maybe... Just because they want to.

It doesn't |look good. In fact, it actually |ooks really, really bad.

The ABC just released an article that shows koal a popul ati ons are down 71%
in the Northern Rivers. | guess that'll happen when your whole state is
on fire for half the year, eh! And so naturally, the Rous council would
like to plop and nonstrosity of a worksite down into one of the nost

ecol ogically

di verse gorges in the area for 10 (at the mninum years to construct a
monunent to water inefficiency.

And there just so happens to be a thriving popul ation of koala's in that
gorge. Along with Indigenous heritage sites, and old dip sites which
stored chemcals in the ground (that you can technically process out of
the water — but why risk it?)

The current science points to a future for ny generation that is quite
unl i ke anything we've ever seen. Blistering fires, scorching sumers, and
winters drier than you could inmagine. | can see the greenery that it ny
chi | dhood nenories alight with wonder slowy shriveling and dying right
before ne. Yes, we w Il need water. But | doubt in 50 years tine,
slightly ahead of the 30 estimates of efficiency of this nega-dam we
will get enough rain to collect the runoff water needed to even fill the

t hi ng.

And | hope I'mwong, believe ne, but we can't afford to do things based
on hope.

Here is what | know

1. The full facts have not been explored surrounding this dam Professor
Stuart Wiite has created a very enlightening docunment into how a Water
Efficiency System could neet our needs, at practically no extra cost to
the councils in the area (when conpared to the nmammoth noney pit of the
dam). The water is already there, |eaching out of |oose pipes and | eaky
faucets, going right down the drain.

| believe that a Water Efficiency option should be fully investigated
before we can nake a conplete, educated, no-regrets decision about

buil ding a destructive colossal damright in ny own famly's backyard.
Quite literally. This damwill be ||l as the crowflies fromny
mul ti-generational famly hone in the Channon. How s that for never
getting a good night's sl eep again?

2. | know the people in ny area. | know the passion for which they believe
in our land, our rights as citizens to have our say, and in their



resistance to trying to "bigify' the Northern rivers. Everything that is
speci al about our wonderful pocket of the world cones fromit being just
that — a pocket.

| know that this dam presents opportunities for nmassive econom c grow h.
And | spit on that. Wth
venom | spent the better part of this year trapped in | ockdown in

Mel bourne. Do you know what |
t hought of to keep nyself together? The gorge.

| spent ny chil dhood wal king that gorge with ny father. He would tell ne
stories about how when he

was a boy he'd cone to the Gorge to pretend he was Steve Irwin. He' d pack
sandwi ches, a few bottles of water, and fall asleep under the open sky
listening to the liar birds whip the sun goodbye.

When | think of that [and being flooded, |I amunderwater. | drown if it
dr owns.

So yes, I'ma little like the Lorax. | speak for the trees that sheltered
me as | grew. | speak for ny community, | speak for the child in ne and
the man | becane inside that little strip of nature. And | speak to say

that this damis on the wong side of history.

The Rous Council have omtted conmunity protest about this damto you in
their reports. A recent survey found that 91% of over 1200 subm ssions

about the damwere against it, which is the vast

majority of the engaged community. Howis it right to allow construction
of this wasteful and destructive facility when the people sinply do not
want it.

| don't believe Rous is concerned for the community. | don't believe they
are concerned about long term water security. | believe there are
ultierior notives for building this dam and ny community is prepared to
fight it. W urge you not to force us to do so. Please, do not adopt the
Rous plan for Dunoon Dam

Regar ds,





