Subject: SUBMISSION - FNC Water Strategy

SUBM SSI ON - FNC Water Strategy

Dear Sir/ Madam

M/ nane is if and | am a ratepayer in the Lisnore Shire. | have worked
in community devel opnent and conmunity services in the |ocal area for
many years. | now run nmy own healing practice for wonen.

| amwiting to voice ny concern that the Far North Coast Water Strategy
may rely too heavily on Rous' Future Water 2060 Project, and in particul ar
the controversial Dunoon Dam | would Iike to acknow edge the hard work
that is being done by DPIE to develop the FNC Water Strategy. | know this
must be a difficult process to undertake.

| believe that the Dunoon Dam project should not proceed, and it is very
inportant that alternatives are devel oped within the FNC Water Strategic
Pl an.

| oppose the Dunoon Dam on ecol ogical and cultural grounds. As a | ocal
person, | have spent many years wal king, swi mmng and canping in the
creek valleys and forests where this Damis proposed to be built. | can
attest to the vital ecological inportance of this area. It is ecologically
crimnal to drown the proposed creeks and vall eys, especially in these
times of dire climte change.

| believe that dam projects are highly unsustainable, with many exanpl es
of ill effects fromall around the world. There are many alternatives that
are smarter, cheaper and nore sustai nabl e.

| have worked for many years with Traditional Custodians of the Wdjabul
Wai bal and Bundj al ung peopl es, and have devel oped cl ose kinship ties. |
can tell you that |ocal Custodians and El ders are deeply opposed to the
Dunoon Dam This area of land is of vital significance to the Wdjabul
people. It contains many inportant cultural sites, including sacred
birthing pools. Creating this dam would be an act of cultural genocide,
and an act of continued col onisati on and oppression of First Nations
peopl es.

For these reasons and nany nore, | know that the majority of the |ocal
community are opposed to the creation of the Dunoon Dam | don't believe
that this project will pass any formof community consultation. 91% of
subm ssions to Rous Water regarding this dam have been in the negative.

As the Northern Rivers has a highly active and vocal constituency, you can
expect ongoi ng opposition to the dam project.

| hope that you will consider ny subm ssion in regards to the water
strategy, and | ook for alternatives that do not rely on this dam project.

Thank you for your tinme

Regar ds








