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Dear Sir/Madam
RE: FNC Water Strategy

| ama long termresident of the Northern Rivers region who works as an
acadenmic at Southern Cross University. The biodiversity and beauty of
this region is renowned and | am seriously concerned for its
environmental health in the face of the current proposed water strategy.

Thus far, the DPIE has devel oped effective water strategies in the far
north coast of NSW Currently there are 39 options for future devel opnment
opportunities. The Dunoon Damis but one of the options

and the poorest choice of themall. It has no | ocal support. On the
contrary, there is widespread opposition with 91 percent of the 1290
witten and online subm ssions expressing serious concern about the
destructive effects the damw Il have and the total failure to allow water
resilience by utilising contenporary technol ogies.

| ndeed, DPIE has not received an accurate account of Dunoon Dam from

ei ther Rous or Lisnore Council.

The Dunoon Dam has been enphatically rejected by | ocal communities on
econom ¢, environnmental and

soci al grounds. As the Water Services of Australia point out, new dams
reliance on rainfall |eave us highly vulnerable. W need a resilient

wat er systemthat uses a m xture of nmethods including purified water and
desalination, as well as roof and stormwater harvesting. For many

resi dents such as nyself,

we practise water efficiency as part of our daily |ives and are appall ed
t hat Rous County Council (RCC) appears to have no understandi ng of water
managenent. The NSW Productivity Conm ssion G een

Paper has recommended water efficiency options but again, it seens that
RCC has not famliarised itself wth these contenporary water managenment
strategi es. Rather the RCC considers water efficiency as

such a low profile that it did not enploy a Demand Managenent O ficer for
two years and now only

enpl oys one on a part-tinme basis. In contrast to RCC, |ocal residents are
keen water efficiency practitioners and famliar with strategies to

i ncrease our water supply. Hence the strong conmunity resistance to the
ill-thought out plan of constructing a dam at Dunoon.

| would also like to point out the gl obal significance of the remains of
the big scrub rainforest. The warm tenperate rainforest on sandstone at

t he Channon Gorge is a rare occurrence and shoul d be protected.

But if the damis constructed, its wall will destroy 92% of our pricel ess
rainforest. It would devastate nine threatened flora species (2013
Terrestrial Ecol ogy |npact Assessnment Report) and have dire international
scientific consequences. In addition , 17 fauna speci es have been
identified as vul nerable wunder the TSC Act NSW These species are nanely,
the koala, one fruit bat, six mcrobats and ei ght

birds and one frog. Al this devastation would result because of

i nconpetence on the part of RCC and Lisnore Council that propose a



severely flawed water strategy.

My suggestion is that RCC and Lisnore Council engage in neani ngful
research about water efficiency

and managenent and listen to the community they are supposed to be serving
because residents here

are practising water efficiency and do val ue our glorious rainforest and
uni que flora and fauna. Thus there is no place for a damat Dunoon and in
this 21st century, we need | eaders who val ue and protect

our region as we do.

Regar ds





