
·• Submission Form for Aboriginal ~ 
Communities NSW 

GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy- Submission Form 

Regional Water Strategies Cultural Options 
Submission Questionnaire 

The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (OPIE) wish to 
acknowledge and pay their respect to all Traditional Owners and their 
Nations. The contributions of earlier generations, including the Elders, who 
have fought for their rights in natural resource management, are also valued 
and respected. 

The NSW Government is taking action to improve the security, reliability, quality and resilience of 
the state's water resources. The North Coast Regional Water Strategy will deliver healthy and 
resilient water resources for a liveable and prosperous regional NSW. 

Regional water strategies are being developed by the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment and provides an opportunity to re-shape what we are doing in regional water 
management and chart a path forward . 

We have been working with local water utilities, councils , communities, Aboriginal people and other 
stakeholders to ensure local and traditional knowledge informs draft regional water strategies and 
that it serves the regional community, including First Nations, the environment and industry. 

Your voice is important 
We have prepared this draft strategy to continue our discussions with you. We would like to hear 
your views on: 

• the draft strategy overall 

• the process we used to develop the strategy 

• potential cultural options for the North Coast region 

• whether you have any further information that could help us develop cultural options for 
North Coast communities. 

Please provide your feedback in the submission form below and email your completed submission 
to regionalwater.strategies@dpie.nsw.gov.au or post to Regional Water Strategies, Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment, Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124 by 14 April 2021 . 

The questionnaire includes general questions about the regional water strategy including 
objectives, vision, modelling, and what we have heard so far. It also includes questions regarding 
the draft cultural options developed for some inland water strategy regions as a starting point for 
the development of cultural options in the North Coast. The questionnaire also includes personal 
information questions. 

The questionnaire will take approximately 15 minutes to complete and your response can remain 
anonymous if you wish (see question 1). 

Questions marked with an asterisk (*) require an answer. 
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Submission Form for Aboriginal ~ 
Communities NSW 

GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

Do you identify as an Aboriginal person? 

(ve() No 
\ • 

\._j 

Which nation(s) do you represent? 

~~ ~If'().\ 'Q~l&.J 

Are you making this submission as an individual or as a representative of an 
organisation?* 

Individual 

3. Organisation or business details 

Who do you represent? 

Government (please specify) 

Commonwealth New South Wales State other Local 

Loe Aborigina and Council 

Local Water Utility 

Peak representative organisation (please specify) 

Environment Industry 

Business group or business chamber Community organisation 

Other (please specify) 

4. North Coast Regional Water Strategy workshops 

Did yo~ tend a North Coast Regional Water Strategy workshop?* 

~ No 

Which workshop location did you attend? 
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GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

6. Information and modelling used to develop regional water strategies 
The North Coast Regional Water Strategy packages the most up to date information and evidence 
with all the tools we have - cultural, policy, planning, behavioural, regulatory, technology and 
infrastructure solutions. 

We have used the following information to develop the North Coast Regional Water Strategy: 

• New climate data 

Observed historical climate data - recorded rainfall, temperature and evaporation data 

Paleoclimate data - scientific reconstructed data using sources such as tree rings 

- Climate drivers - key drivers of wet and dry periods 

- Climate change scenarios 

• Review of existing studies - to identify drivers and risks for water resource management 

• Community engagement 

Local councils and joint council organisations 

- Aboriginal peak bodies and Aboriginal community groups 

- Review of previous water manageme , t consultations. 
'? V ,..-

A. Do you have any comments a~~formation used to develop this the North 
Coast Regional Water Strategy? 

B. Please provide details if there is additional information you think we should also 
consider. 
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Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

B. Please list any other opportunities you would like to see included in the North 
Coast Regional Water Strategy. 

C. Are there any additional opportunities, risks and challenges that we should 
consider? What options could address these? 

8. Draft cultural options for regional water strategies 
Draft cultural options for North Coast communities have not been developed and we are keen to 
hear your views on potential water management options that you consider important for this region. 
In consultation with local communities in some inland regions we have developed ten (10) cultural 
options for inclusion in the inland regional water strategies that went on public exhibition in 
September 2020. Below is a summary of the inland options that may provide a guide to 
developing options for the North Coast region. 

Brief Description Inland Option Name 

Investigate options to establish an Aboriginal River Ranger Program to 
assist in maintaining the health and management of rivers and wetlands in 
the region. This role could be involved in: 

1. River Ranger Program 

• pest management (fish and weeds) 

• remediation and mitigation of impacts on waterways 

• restocking native fish and vegetation species 

• protecting and managing riparian zones along waterways. 

This option would consider options for providing regular flows to culturally 
dependent cultural sites 

2. Secure flows for water­
important sites. 

Options to develop a culturally appropriate water management program to 
water knowledge program 

3. Culturally appropriate 
increase the capacity of Aboriginal people across the region so that they 
can more effectively participate in negotiations on water management and 
policy related matters that affect them. 
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B. Are there additional options that we should consider? 

9. Option combinations 

There may be opportunities to combine options. This is dependent on associated works of options 
and further assessments and/or legislative, policy and planning changes to ensure they address 
the risks and challenges identified. 

Do you have any thoughts on how any-of the ten (10) options could be combined? 

10. Other comments 

Do you have any other comments about the North Coast Regional Water Strategy? 
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Submission Form for Aboriginal ~ 
Communities NSW 

GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

Regional Water Strategies Cultural Options 
Submission Questionnaire 

The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (OPIE) wish to 
acknowledge and pay their respect to all Traditional Owners and their 
Nations. The contributions of earlier generations, including the Elders, who 
have fought for their rights in natural resource management, are also valued 
and respected. 

The NSW Government is taking action to improve the security, reliability, quality and resilience of 
the state's water resources. The North Coast Regional Water Strategy will deliver healthy and 
resilient water resources for a liveable and prosperous regional NSW. 

Regional water strategies are being developed by the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment and provides an opportunity to re-shape what we are doing in regional water 
management and chart a path forward. 

We have been working with local water utilities, councils, communities, Aboriginal people and other 
stakeholders to ensure local and traditional knowledge informs draft regional water strategies and 
that it serves the regional community, including First Nations, the environment and industry. 

Your voice is important 
We have prepared this draft strategy to continue our discussions with you. We would like to hear 
your views on: 

• the draft strategy overall 

• the process we used to develop the strategy 

• potential cultural options for the North Coast region 

• whether you have any further information that could help us develop cultural options for 
North Coast communities. 

Please provide your feedback in the submission form below and email your completed submission 
to reqionalwater.strategies@dple.nsw.gov.au or post to Regional Water Strategies, Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment, Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124 by 14 April 2021. 

The questionnaire includes general questions about the regional water strategy including 
objectives, vision, modelling, and what we have heard so far. It also includes questions regarding 
the draft cultural options developed for some inland water strategy regions as a starting point for 
the development of cultural options in the North Coast. The questionnaire also includes personal 
information questions. 

The questionnaire will take approximately 15 minutes to complete and your response can remain 
anonymous if you wish (see question 1). 

Questions marked with an asterisk(*) require an answer. 
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GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy- Submission Form 

Do you identify as an Aboriginal person? B No 

Which nation(s) do you represent? 

C<.uvV'0e,{~ {"'\ :1:1 iv--v--

Are you making this submission as an individual or as a representative of an 
organisation?* 

Individual Organisation 

3. Organisation or business details 

Who do you represent? 

Government (please specify) 

Commonwealth New South Wales State other Local 

~ al Aboriginal Land CounqD 

Local Water Utility 

Peak representative organisation (please specify) 

Environment Industry 

Business group or business chamber Community organisation 

Other (please specify) 

4. North Coast Regional Water Strategy workshops 

Did you attend a North Coast Regional Water Strategy workshop?* 

Yes e'.) 

Which workshop location did you attend? 

NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment I 3 



Submission Form for Aboriginal ~ 
Communities NSW 

GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

6. Information and modelling used to develop regional water strategies 
The North Coast Regional Water Strategy packages the most up to date information and evidence 
with all the tools we have - cultural, policy, planning, behavioural, regulatory, technology and 
infrastructure solutions. 

We have used the following information to develop the North Coast Regional Water Strategy: 

• New climate data 

- Observed historical climate data - recorded rainfall, temperature and evaporation data 

Paleoclimate data - scientific reconstructed data using sources such as tree rings 

- Climate drivers - key drivers of wet and dry periods 

- Climate change scenarios 

• Review of existing studies - to identify drivers and risks for water resource management 

• Community engagement 

- Local councils and joint council organisations 

- Aboriginal peak bodies and Aboriginal community groups 

- Review of previous water management consultations. 

A. Do you have any comments about the information used to develop this the North 
Coast Regional Water Strategy? 

B. Please provide details if there is additional information you think we should also 
consider. 

10 va l ve.- Sc- /A.o o l -s+vd.erv--\ :s +o +e-C1.. ch +n.-e...YY" h.ow to 

he. en.vL\,<l•··nv,~-,.:ta.Ll_j ~n-e..-.d.Lj i.v,+--V', ~ v-,.,a+\!_,.,..- S~ra_{:-e...,::Je..') 
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Submission Form for Aboriginal ~ 
Communities NSW 

GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

B. Please list any other opportunities you would like to see included in the North 
Coast Regional Water Strategy. 

+o J l V-€. pe...,:z,rf'--€.Put- j i3f\oje aro u0d 1n 

~ C>ffo~lv"'"'' .l.. te'S ¾ deol v-,1\+-r S-hra t-e-'j 'J · ·1 0 

~ \A.J\~d\ \,"-\'~'0~\ 'fJ •'V"" CA ~ r-. -\- CA ; "" -t~~ l o. v--- e:),_ 

C. Are there any additional opportunities, risks and challenges that we should 
consider? What options could address these? 

~I Wl+h -\-~ Si<;f"s ~'Svve. \o ~...,..., c\.Ov,ti ''"' cci ~e.. 

lc!fj\l i.---o<=-ovclS" GY"-d v-iSk_ 'So feo f \"t. c}..uv--'+- 'j e...+- huv+ 

8. Draft cultural options for regional water strategies 

Draft cultural options for North Coast communities have not been developed and we are keen to 
hear your views on potential water management options that you consider important for this region. 
In consultation with local communities in some inland regions we have developed ten (10) cultural 
options for inclusion in the inland regional water strategies that went on public exhibition in 
September 2020. Below is a summary of the inland options that may provide a guide to 
developing options for the North Coast region. 

Inland Option Name Brief Description 

Investigate options to establish an Aboriginal River Ranger Program to 
assist in maintaining the health and management of rivers and wetlands in 
the region. This role could be involved in: 

1. River Ranger Program 

• pest management (fish and weeds) 

• remediation and mitigation of impacts on waterways 

• restocking native fish and vegetation species 

• protecting and managing riparian zones along waterways. 

This option would consider options for providing regular flows to culturally 
dependent cultural sites 

2. Secure flows for water­
important sites. 

Options to develop a culturally appropriate water management program to 
water knowledge program 

3. Culturally appropriate 
increase the capacity of Aboriginal people across the region so that they 
can more effectively participate in negotiations on water management and 
policy related matters that affect them. 
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B. Are there additional options that we should consider? 

----~ c.:::.---
('0 

9. Option combinations 

There may be opportunities to combine options. This is dependent on associated works of options 
and further assessments and/or legislative, policy and planning changes to ensure they address 
the risks and challenges identified. 

Do you have any thoughts on how any of the ten (10) options could be combined? 

? 

10. Other comments 

Do you have any other comments about the North Coast Regional Water Strategy? 

~-0-0 
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Submission Form for Aboriginal ~ 
Communities NSW 

GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

Regional Water Strategies Cultural Options 
Submission Questionnaire 

The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (OPIE) wish to 
acknowledge and pay their respect to all Traditional Owners and their 
Nations. The contributions of earlier generations, including the Elders, who 
have fought for their rights in natural resource management, are also valued 
and respected. 

The NSW Government is taking action to improve the security, reliability, quality and resilience of 
the state's water resources. The North Coast Regional Water Strategy will deliver healthy and 
resilient water resources for a liveable and prosperous regional NSW. 

Regional water strategies are being developed by the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment and provides an opportunity to re-shape what we are doing in regional water 
management and chart a path forward. 

We have been working with local water utilities, councils, communities, Aboriginal people and other 
stakeholders to ensure local and traditional knowledge informs draft regional water strategies and 
that it serves the regional community, including First Nations, the environment and industry. 

Your voice is important 
We have prepared this draft strategy to continue our discussions with you. We would like to hear 
your views on: 

• the draft strategy overall 

• the process we used to develop the strategy 

• potential cultural options for the North Coast region 

• whether you have any further information that could help us develop cultural options for 
North Coast communities. 

Please provide your feedback in the submission form below and email your completed submission 
to reg ionalwater.strategies@dpie.nsw.gov.au or post to Regional Water Strategies, Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment, Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124 by 14 April 2021. 

The questionnaire includes general questions about the regional water strategy including 
objectives, vision, modelling, and what we have heard so far. It also includes questions regarding 
the draft cultural options developed for some inland water strategy regions as a starting point for 
the development of cultural options in the North Coast. The questionnaire also includes personal 
information questions. 

The questionnaire will take approximately 15 minutes to complete and your response can remain 
anonymous if you wish (see question 1). 

Questions marked with an asterisk (*) require an answer. 
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Submission Form for Aboriginal ~ 
Communities NSW 

GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

Do you identify as an Aboriginal person? 

Q No 

Which nation(s) do you represent? 

CJ-vWVl/bj~Q"r(( A[~ 
Are you making this submission as an individual or as a representative of an 
organisation?* 

Individual Organisation 

3. Organisation or business details 

Who do you represent? 

Government (please specify) 

Commonwealth New South Wales State other Local 

Local Aboriginal Land Council 

Local Water Utility 

Peak representative organisation (please specify) 

Environment Industry 

Business group or business chamber Community organisation 

Other (please specify) 

4. North Coast Regional Water Strategy workshops 

Did you attend a North Coast Regional Water Strategy workshop?* 

~ No 

Which workshop location did you attend? 

NB~D~ 
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Submission Form for Aboriginal G 
Communities NSW 

GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

6. Information and modelling used to develop regional water strategies 
The North Coast Regional Water Strategy packages the most up to date information and evidence 
with all the tools we have - cultural, policy, planning, behavioural, regulatory, technology and 
infrastructure solutions. 

We have used the following information to develop the North Coast Regional Water Strategy: 

• New climate data 

- Observed historical climate data - recorded rainfall, temperature and evaporation data 

Paleoclimate data - scientific reconstructed data using sources such as tree rings 

- Climate drivers - key drivers of wet and dry periods 

- Climate change scenarios 

• Review of existing studies - to identify drivers and risks for water resource management 

• Community engagement 

Local councils and joint council organisations 

- Aboriginal peak bodies and Aboriginal community groups 

Review of previous water management consultations. 

A. Do you have any comments about the information used to develop this the North 
Coast Regional Water Strategy? 

No 

B. Please provide details if there is additional information you think we should also 
consider. 
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Submission Form for Aboriginal ~ 
Communities NSW 

GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

B. Please list any other opportunities you would like to see included in the North 
Coast Regional Water Strategy. 

C. Are there any additional opportunities, risks and challenges that we should 
consider? What options could address these? 

Qecol/vvVVl~ £'~~~ vv\_ ~s +c<lJ(e___ be ~ .__ 
8. Draft cultural options for regional vltater st~egies ~ f~eoL Vl ~ 

raft cultural options for North Coast communities have not been developed and we are keen to 1.,bm,®tt.:, 
hear your views on potential water management options that you consider important for this region. fi 
In consultation with local communities in some inland regions we have developed ten (10) cultural ~('.'.. 
options for inclusion in the inland regional water strategies that went on public exhibition in -::;:::::::===-
September 2020. Below is a summary of the inland options that may provide a guide to 
developing options for the North Coast region. \ 

Inland Option Name Brief Description 

1. River Ranger Program 

2. Secure flows for water­
dependent cultural sites 

3. Culturally appropriate 
water knowledge program 

Investigate options to establish an Aboriginal River Ranger Program to 
assist in maintaining the health and management of rivers and wetlands in 
the region. This role could be involved in: 

• pest management (fish and weeds) 

• remediation and mitigation of impacts on waterways 

• restocking native fish and vegetation species 

• protecting and managing riparian zones along waterways. 

This option would consider options for providing regular flows to culturally 
important sites. 

Options to develop a culturally appropriate water management program to 
increase the capacity of Aboriginal people across the region so that they 
can more effectively participate in negotiations on water management and 
policy related matters that affect them. 
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B. Are there additional options that we should consider? 

9. Option combinations 
There may be opportunities to combine options. This is dependent on associated works of options 
and further assessments and/or legislative, policy and planning changes to ensure they address 
the risks and challenges identified. 

Do you have any thoughts on how any- of the ten (10) options could be combined? 

10. Other comments 

Do you have any other comments about the North Coast Regional Water Strategy? 
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Submission Form for Aboriginal ~ 
Communities NSW 

GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy- Submission Form 

Regional Water Strategies Cultural Options 
Submission Questionnaire 

The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (OPIE) wish to 
acknowledge and pay their respect to all Traditional Owners and their 
Nations. The contributions of earlier generations, including the Elders, who 
have fought for their rights in natural resource management, are also valued 
and respected. 

The NSW Government is taking action to improve the security, reliability, quality and resilience of 
the state's water resources. The North Coast Regional Water Strategy will deliver healthy and 
resilient water resources for a liveable and prosperous regional NSW. 

Regional water strategies are being developed by the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment and provides an opportunity to re-shape what we are doing in regional water 
management and chart a path forward. 

We have been working with local water utilities, councils, communities, Aboriginal people and other 
stakeholders to ensure local and traditional knowledge informs draft regional water strategies and 
that it serves the regional community, including First Nations, the environment and industry. 

Your voice is important 
We have prepared this draft strategy to continue our discussions with you. We would like to hear 
your views on: 

• the draft strategy overall 

• the process we used to develop the strategy 

• potential cultural options for the North Coast region 

• whether you have any further information that could help us develop cultural options for 
North Coast communities. 

Please provide your feedback in the submission form below and email your completed submission 
to req io11alwater.strateqies@dpie.nsw.gov.au or post to Regional Water Strategies, Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment, Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124 by 14 April 2021. 

The questionnaire includes general questions about the regional water strategy including 
objectives, vision, modelling, and what we have heard so far. It also includes questions regarding 
the draft cultural options developed for some inland water strategy regions as a starting point for 
the development of cultural options in the North Coast. The questionnaire also includes personal 
information questions. 

The questionnaire will take approximately 15 minutes to complete and your response can remain 
anonymous if you wish (see question 1). 

Questions marked with an asterisk (*) require an answer. 

NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment I 1 



Submission Form for Aboriginal 
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~ 
NSW 
GOVERNMENT 

Do you identify as an Aboriginal person? s No 

Which nation(s) do you represent? 

U-Um &>iljll9J,'rr 
Are you making this submission as an individual or as a representative of an 
organisation?* 

Q!)dividual) Organisation 

3. Organisation or business details 

Who do you represent? 

Government (please specify) 

Commonwealth New South Wales State other Local 

(jocal Aboriginal Land CouQ£V 

Local Water Utility 

Peak representative organisation (please specify) 

Environment Industry 

Business group or business chamber Community organisation 

Other (please specify) 

4. North Coast Regional Water Strategy workshops 

Did you attend a North Coast Regional Water Strategy workshop?* 

Yes No 

Which workshop location did you attend? 
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Submission Form for Aboriginal ~ 
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GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

6. Information and modelling used to develop regional water strategies 
The North Coast Regional Water Strategy packages the most up to date information and evidence 
with all the tools we have - cultural, policy, planning, behavioural, regulatory, technology and 
infrastructure solutions. 

We have used the following information to develop the North Coast Regional Water Strategy: 

• New climate data 

- Observed historical climate data - recorded rainfall , temperature and evaporation data 

- Paleoclimate data - scientific reconstructed data using sources such as tree rings 

- Climate drivers - key drivers of wet and dry periods 

- Climate change scenarios 

• Review of existing studies - to identify drivers and risks for water resource management 

• Community engagement 

- Local councils and joint council organisations 

- Aboriginal peak bodies and Aboriginal community groups 

- Review of previous water management consultations. 

A. Do you have any comments about the information used to develop this the North 
Coast Regional Water Strategy? 

B. Please provide details if there is additional information you think we should also 
consider. 
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GOVERNMENT 

Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

B. Please list any other opportunities you would like to see included in the North 
Coast Regional Water Strategy. 

C. Are there any additional opportunities, risks and challenges that we should 
consider? What options could address these? 

8. Draft cultural options for regional water strategies 
Draft cultural options for North Coast communities have not been developed and we are keen to 
hear your views on potential water management options that you consider important for this region. 
In consultation with local communities in some inland regions we have developed ten (10) cultural 
options for inclusion in the inland regional water strategies that went on public exhibition in 
September 2020. Below is a summary of the inland options that may provide a guide to 
developing options for the North Coast region. 

Brief Description Inland Option Name 

Investigate options to establish an Aboriginal River Ranger Program to 
assist in maintaining the health and management of rivers and wetlands in 
the region. This role could b.e involved in: 

1. River Ranger Program 

• pest management (fish and weeds) 

• remediation and mitigation of impacts on waterways 

• restocking native fish and vegetation species 

• protecting and managing riparian zones along waterways. 

2. Secure flows for water- This option would consider options for providing regular flows to culturally 
dependent cultural sites important sites. 

- - - -------~ 
3. Culturally appropriate Options to develop a culturally appropriate water management program to 

water knowledge program increase the capacity of Aboriginal people across the region so that they 
can more effectively participate in negotiations on water management and 
policy related matters that affect them. 
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Draft Regional Water Strategy - Submission Form 

B. Are there additional options that we should consider? 

9. Option combinations 
There may be opportunities to combine options. This is dependent on associated works of options 
and further assessments and/or legislative, policy and planning changes to ensure they address 
the risks and challenges identified. 

Do you have any thoughts on how any of the ten (10) options could be combined? 

10. Other comments 

Do you have any other comments about the North Coast Regional Water Strategy? 

Afee) 6e/f« ~.7f of /n(}fJ/fo,111, /2av !h~c~ ~ 
i ofr1£0M,, c0/l ~le£ otJ-- of- fk/ t✓ Vf!/ flf1r~t11f fl» , 
tiet;JA °'t & f 1f? (}l/li rA.0vll) five/ LrJA!i~ SAM flit, /lfYlilr '/) 
+e.r/ylr of r/.PIIA of fk trver. 
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