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Far North Coast Regional Water Supply Project

About the project

The Far North Coast Regional Water Supply Project aims to assess regional options that can
improve long-term water security in the region, ensuring reliable access to water for communities

across the Far North Coast.

The NSW Government is investigating options aligned with the Far North Coast Regional Water

Strategy. The options being considered include:

connecting the Tweed Shire and Rous County Council bulk water systems

— regional desalination plants - large-scale or modular

— integrating independent town water supplies into the bulk network
— using Toonumbar Dam to support town supplies, especially Casino
— linking to the Southeast Queensland Water Grid.

The Water Group in the NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water is

currently preparing a preliminary business case assessing these and other related options.

Project location

The Far North Coast region of NSW stretches from north of Coffs Harbour to the Queensland
border, covering an area of 10,000 km? including over 280 km of coastline. It includes the Richmond,

Tweed and Brunswick catchments.

Project need

Climate change, population growth and water access challenges are increasing pressure on
regional water security in the Far North Coast. The project seeks long-term, reliable solutions to
ensure sustainable water security for the region. The preliminary business case will complement

existing water security projects that are being progressed by local government and county councils.

Project benefits

If approved for delivery, the project will deliver a range of benefits including:
e building better water security in the growing Far North Coast region

e enhancing resilience to droughts and extended dry periods

e helping to sustain economic growth in a range of key areas such as Byron Bay.
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Project funding

The NSW and Australian Governments have jointly committed $5 million to develop a preliminary
business case. The Australian Government is contributing $2.5 million through the National Water
Grid Fund.

Project status

The NSW Government is preparing the preliminary business case to test the case for investment and
narrow down options to a shortlist. The project will explore and refine the options through detailed
analysis and stakeholder engagement to see which, if any, options stack up. If approved to progress
to a full business case, the Water Group will then complete detailed assessments of the shortlisted

options.

Stakeholder engagement

The Water Group is committed to building and maintaining respectful, trusted and collaborative
relationships with our communities and stakeholders to ensure water infrastructure projects achieve
the best possible outcomes.

We will offer opportunities for communities and stakeholders, including First Nations people, to

engage with us and provide feedback as we develop the preliminary business case for the project.

Engaging with local communities, including the Local Aboriginal Land Councils, is crucial to

developing culturally appropriate and effective water security strategies.

Upcoming engagement opportunities will be highlighted on the project webpage and on the Water
Group’s stakeholder engagement webpage.

Contact us
For more information:
e scanthe QR code
e call 1300 081047
e email water.enquiries@dpie.nsw.gov.au

e subscribe for updates

watergroup.dpie.nsw.gov.au/far-north-coast-subscribe

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water | PUB25/763 2

OFFICIAL



