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Consequence category assessment checklist
Under the Dams Safety Regulation 2019, declared dam owners must produce a consequence category assessment. The assessment must follow the assessment of consequence category in clause 7 of the Dams Safety Regulation 2019 and the Declared dams consequence category assessment and determination methodology.
This checklist is provided to help dam owners provide compliant consequence category assessment reports.
It is not intended to limit the contents of a report provided by a competent person.

	General information

	Name of dam
	DSNSW Dam ID number 
(if known)

	Dam owner

	Name of consultant
	Date

	
	



	Competent person/s – attach attestation(s)
	Is it included?
	Page Number/s

	Assessment done by a competent person
	
	

	Independent review of high/extreme consequence category
	
	

	Evidence provided – attestation form(s)
	
	

	Previous consequence category
	Is it included?
	Page Number/s

	Sunny day consequence category
	
	

	Flood consequence category
	
	

	Reason for consequence category assessment (answer where appropriate
	Included?
	Page Number/s

	First assessment
	
	

	To declare a dam
	
	

	To revoke declaration of a dam
	
	

	Expired (15 years)
	
	

	Dam has had major modification
	
	

	Significant change in number of persons affected
	
	

	Change in severity of damage or loss
	
	

	Other (specify)
	
	

	Dam background
	Included?
	Page Number/s

	Description of dam (height, capacity, purpose)
	
	

	Meets criteria for declaration under Dams Safety Act 2015 and Regulation 2019 (for declaration / revoking declaration)
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
Highest estimate of PAR and PLL (Total and incremental)
	Included?
	Page Number/s

	Sunny Day:  PAR:  PLL:  Consequence Category
	
	

	Flood:  PAR:  PLL:  Consequence Category
	
	

	PLL calculation method
	Included?
	Page Number/s

	Method used (e.g. Graham’s, RCEM, etc.)
	
	

	Sensitivity analysis included
	
	

	Working shown
	
	

	Failure scenarios
	Included?
	Page Number/s

	Documented scenarios (including intermediate floods)
	
	

	PLL or PAR estimated for each scenario
	
	

	Sensitivity/uncertainty analysis documented
	
	

	
	
	

	Severity of damage and loss
	Included?
	Page Number/s

	Conclusions per Methodology sections 3(d) and 5
	
	

	Table 3A – infrastructure costs
	Included?
	Page Number/s

	Residential
	
	

	Commercial
	
	

	Community infrastructure
	
	

	Dam replacement / repair costs
	
	

	Table 3B – environmental impacts
	Included?
	Page Number/s

	Duration of recovery
	
	

	Waters
	
	

	Ecosystems
	
	

	Endangered species/ecological communities
	
	

	Tailings/ash dam material
	
	

	Table 3C – social impacts
	Included?
	Page Number/s

	Human health impacts
	
	

	Loss of community services
	
	

	Emergency services deployment
	
	

	Dislocation of people
	
	

	Dislocation of businesses
	
	

	Employment impacts
	
	

	Loss of heritage
	
	

	Loss of recreational facilities
	
	

	

	
	

	
	
	

	Professional evaluation for mine waste/coal ash/tailings dams (answer if applicable)
	Included?
	Page Number/s

	Competent person confirmed impacts in Table 3B
	
	

	Evidence provided (e.g., Safety Data Sheet, environmental report)
	
	

	Practitioner name, qualifications, experience
	
	

	Tailings/ash dam material
	
	

	
	
	

	Revoking declaration (answer if applicable)
	Included?
	Page Number/s

	Dam not constructed 
	
	

	Dam constructed
	
	

	Compliant Dam Safety Management System, Operations and Maintenance Plan, Emergency Plan
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