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Community update for Barwon-Darling,
Menindee Lakes and Lower Darling-Baaka River

Current conditions

Menindee Lakes currently holds 489 GL, with 177 GL stored in Lake Cawndilla that is undeliverable
to the Lower Darling. The most recent inflow forecast, dated 14 September 2026, indicates that only
a further 4-8 GL is expected to reach Menindee Lakes by the end of October 2026.

The Northern Catchment has been dry in recent months, with minimal rainfall. As such, flows from
northern tributaries are currently low. Upstream, flows are decreasing at Wilcannia, which is only
discharging 58 ML/day, and Bourke is discharging 144 ML/day.

Water restrictions in the northern Basin reinstated

As dry conditions and minimal inflows are continuing, protecting water supply for critical human and

environmental needs is a key priority for the NSW Government.

Following the upper Menindee Lakes falling below 250 GL active storage, Temporary Water

Restriction (various water sources in the northern Murray-Darling Basin) Order (No. 1) 2026 has been

reinstated.

Given current conditions, it is unlikely that the restrictions will have an immediate, practical impact
but will do so if there are significant rain events in the northern Basin. The overarching aim of the
restriction is to ensure that critical needs (town water supply, basic landholder rights, domestic and
stock, and environmental needs) are met if there are inflows following an extended dry period in the

Lower Darling.

A new temporary water restriction order has been made, effectively extending the triggers in the

current order which expires on 30 September 2026. The new order commences on 1 October 2026

and restrictions will continue to apply.



https://waterinsights.waternsw.com.au/api/water-source/v2/updates/7207/attachment
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/temporary-water-restrictions/various-water-sources-northern
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/temporary-water-restrictions/various-water-sources-northern
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/temporary-water-restrictions
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Figure 1. Combined Upper Lakes Active Storage data screenshot from Waterlnsights
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The 250 GL upper lakes active storage level is also used as a trigger for transitioning the Lower
Darling to drought stage 2 (emerging drought or water shortage). Further information on drought

stages is available on the department's website.

Weir 32 fishway closure

Following recent consultation with community stakeholders, and state and Commonwealth
agencies, DPIRD Fisheries have worked with WaterNSW to close the Weir 32 fishway on 22
September 2026.

This action was undertaken to minimise the risk of accumulation of fish biomass and poor water
quality that could cause elevated fish death risk within the Menindee town weir pool heading into
forecast dry conditions.

The temporary fishway trial at Lake Wetherell Outlet Regulator (the top end of the weir pool)
continues operations as part of Season 3 providing opportunities to move fish out of the town weir
pool and further upstream into Lake Wetherell and beyond in the Baaka. Over 2,600 fish have been
moved so far during 3 weeks of operation in Season 3, predominantly made up of Bony Herring, with
the trial continuing over the summer period.

Menindee Lakes survey update

The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA), in partnership with the NSW Government, has initiated
a new survey of the Menindee Lakes System to obtain current, accurate data on lake capacity and

how the system has changed over time. The work will update the previous survey of lake capacity



https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/drought-floods-and-extreme-events
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conducted in 2003, including the volume of water below outlets that cannot be released
downstream — often referred to as inactive or dead storage.

SA Water were on site during September 2026 and completed their survey of lakes Pamamaroo,
Copi Hollow and the interconnecting channels. Plans for surveying the remaining lakes will be

communicated once confirmed.

Results from the surveys will be used by NSW agencies and the MDBA to make any adjustments to
lake storage volumes and will be publicly available once the work is complete.

Algae alerts

e Sunset Strip
e Lake Cawndilla Outlet
e Burtundy

RED

e Copi Hollow, Lake Pamamaroo Inlet and Lake Wetherell site 2 & 4
e Tolarno, Pooncarie and Ellerslie

o Lake Menindee Outlet

e Wilcannia

e Tapio

e Darling River Pumping Station (Menindee Town)
o Lake Wetherell site 1& 3
e Lake Pamamaroo Outlet
e Darling River at Weir 32

¢ Bold indicates a change since our last community update.

¢ Residents and landholders are encouraged to sign up to the WaterNSW Waterlnsights portal

for automated BGA notifications or monitor the WaterNSW Algae Alerts Map.



https://waterinsights.waternsw.com.au/12104-lower-darling-regulated-river/updates
https://www.waternsw.com.au/water-services/water-quality/algae-alerts
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More information

To notify the NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water of

potential blackwater events email: water.enquiries@dcceew.nsw.gov.au

To view community updates issued, visit water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/menindee-updates

If you've got any questions regarding this update or other water matters contact Water
Enquiries at water.enquiries@dcceew.nsw.gov.au (Kate McBride is on leave)

To report dead fish, fish struggling or gasping at the water surface, or crayfish leaving the
water please call the NSW Department of Primary Industry Fisheries Phoneline 1800 043
536 or fill in a fish kill protocol and report form at: dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/habitat/threats/fish-
Kills-2019-2020/info-sheet

Information on recent fish deaths is available at: Fish kills in NSW. When reporting, please

include the name of the river/waterbody, location and date of your observation and provide
photographs. If possible, please also record what species are affected and an estimate of
number of each species observed.

Further information on blackwater events can be found at the department’s website.

Additional information is also available on the Murray-Darling Basin Authority website at:
mdba.gov.au/climate-and-river-health/water-quality/fish-deaths mdba.gov.au/water-

management/infrastructure/menindee-lakes

WaterNSW operational updates are available in Waterlnsights

Water quality data collected after the fish deaths at Menindee is available on the Environment

Protection Authority web page at: epa.nsw.gov.au/working-together/community-

engagement/updates-on-issues/menindee-fish-Kkill

Real-time water quality data from the department - Strategic Science & Engagement

monitoring buoys can be accessed from the Darling-Baaka River Health Project dashboard

Data from the WaterNSW gauging network can be found in Waterlnsights at:

waterinsights.waternsw.com.au/12104-lower-darling-regulated-river/river-data



mailto:water.enquiries@dcceew.nsw.gov.au
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/drought-floods-and-extreme-events/fish-deaths-menindee/updates
mailto:water.enquiries@dcceew.nsw.gov.au
http://dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/habitat/threats/fish-kills-2019-2020/info-sheet
http://dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/habitat/threats/fish-kills-2019-2020/info-sheet
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/habitat/threats/fish-kills
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/drought-floods-and-extreme-events/hypoxic-blackwater
http://mdba.gov.au/climate-and-river-health/water-quality/fish-deaths
http://mdba.gov.au/water-management/infrastructure/menindee-lakes
http://mdba.gov.au/water-management/infrastructure/menindee-lakes
https://waterinsights.waternsw.com.au/12104-lower-darling-regulated-river/updates
http://epa.nsw.gov.au/working-together/community-engagement/updates-on-issues/menindee-fish-kill
http://epa.nsw.gov.au/working-together/community-engagement/updates-on-issues/menindee-fish-kill
https://sss.tago.run/dashboards/info/6574473bc8b74d0008344b05?anonymousToken=00000000-5ee2-f600-e0f3-6100270c936d
https://waterinsights.waternsw.com.au/12104-lower-darling-regulated-river/river-data
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