


We do not support exemptions for water use by mining and irrigation industries. A recent 
Independent Commission Against Corruption report into water management in NSW found the 
Government favoured irrigation over the environment and First Nations concerns to the point where 
they were breaking their own laws. It is time for the NSW Government to honour the priorities of 
the NSW and Commonwealth Water Acts and stop allowing exemptions to the larger users of water.  

Water policy in NSW requires better communication, because everyone has a stake in water. Water 
policy and the plight of the Murray Darling Basin is complex and difficult to engage with. More of the 
community, particularly in Sydney, needs to have a better understanding of what the NSW Water 
Strategy aims to do, and the present status of our rivers. This Water Strategy is an opportunity to 
explain water management better, in more places and spaces and in plain English.   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on this Strategy.  
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