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The NSW Water Strategy will be the first 20-year water strategy for all of NSW. It will provide a
blueprint to help us tackle the key challenges and opportunities for water management across the
state.

For more information about the strategy or to download a copy of the strategy, please visit
dpie.nsw.gov.au/nswwaterstrateqy.

Your voice is important

We would like to hear your views on the draft strategy, including whether you think it identifies the
right priorities, challenges, opportunities and actions.

Please provide your feedback in the submission form below and email your completed submission
to nsw.waterstrategy@dpie.nsw.gov.au or post to NSW Water Strategy, Department of Planning,
Industry and Environment, Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124 by 28 March, 2021.

The form will take approximately 15 minutes to complete and your response can remain
anonymous if you wish (see question 1).

Questions marked with an asterisk (*) require an answer.

If you have any questions about making a submission, please email:
nsw.waterstrategy@dpie.nsw.gov.au

Making your submission public

We collect information about you, which may include personal information, to assess submissions
in response to the department's dealings and activities, and to perform other functions required to
complete the project. This information must be supplied. If you choose not to provide the requested
information we may not be able to assess your submission.

To promote transparency and open government, we intend to make all submissions publicly
available on our website, or in reports. Your name or your organisation’s name may appear in
these reports with your feedback attributed, unless you have chosen to remain anonymous.

If you would like your submission and/or feedback to be kept confidential, please let us
know when making your submission. You will be asked for your confidentiality preference at
guestion 1.

If you request that your submission be kept confidential, it will not be published on our website or
included in any relevant reports. However, it will still be subject to the Government Information
Public Access Act 2009.

Your submission will be stored securely consistent with the department's Records Management
Policy and you have the right to request access to, and correction of, your personal information
held by the department.

Further details can be found in our privacy statement available on our website.
industry.nsw.gov.au/privacy
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1. Information on confidentiality and privacy*

| give permission for my submission to be made publicly available on the NSW
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment website.

(® ves
O No

| would like my personal details to be kept confidential.

O Yes
@ No

2.Your detalls

Name* Contact phone number* 0419127404

Julia Wokes

Postcode™ 559 Email address™ ; ,jia\okes@hotmail.com

Do you identify as an Aboriginal person?

O Yes
@ No

Are you an individual or representing an organisation?*

(O  indvidual

@ Organisation

3. Organisation or business details

Who do you represent?

O Government Please specify
Peak representative organisation pjease specify
Local Water Utility

Other (please specify) Lower Hunter Agricultural Water Use

O 0@,
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4. Draft vision

The NSW Government has developed the draft NSW Water Strategy as part of a suite of long-term
strategies to maintain the resilience of the state’s water services and resources over the coming
decades.

The proposed vision for the draft NSW Water Strategy is sustainable water resources for thriving
people, places and ecosystems, both now and for future generations.

Which aspects of water management are most important to you and your local
community?

\We are

Do you support the proposed vision for the draft NSW Water Strategy?

® ves
O No

Please tell us more about your response:
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5. Draft objectives

The draft NSW Water Strategy sets high level objectives and principles to guide water service
delivery and resource management across NSW. We have identified six core objectives which
underpin the draft strategy. These are based on the Water Management Act 2000. They are:

e protecting public health and safety

¢ liveable and vibrant towns and cities

e water sources, floodplains and ecosystems protected
e cultural values respected and protected

¢ orderly, fair and equitable sharing of water

e contribute to a strong economy.

Which objectives are most important to you?
Please rank the objectives from most important to least important (where 1 is
most important and 6 is least important).

6 Protecting public health and safety

4 Liveable and vibrant towns and cities

3 Water sources, floodplains and ecosystems protected
5 Cultural values respected and protected

1 Orderly, fair and equitable sharing of water

2 Contribute to a strong economy

Do you have any comments on any of the proposed objectives?

—
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6. Draft guiding principles

The draft strategy also proposes seven principles to guide the long-term strategic planning for
water resource management in NSW. These principles work in tandem with the draft objectives to
guide development and implementation of actions.

The guiding principles are:

¢ healthy environments sustain social and economic outcomes
o water is a limited (although recyclable) resource

e systems thinking to optimise outcomes

¢ data-enabled planning and decision-making

e transparency and accountability to engender community trust
o forward thinking to build preparedness and resilience

e giving effect to Aboriginal rights and access to water.

Which principles are most important to you?

Please rank the objectives from most important to least important (where 1 is most important and
7 is least important).

Healthy environments sustain social and economic outcomes

Water is a limited (although recyclable) resource

Systems thinking to optimise outcomes

Data-enabled planning and decision-making

Transparency and accountability to engender community trust

Forward thinking to build preparedness and resilience

N~ w o oo NPk

Giving effect to Aboriginal rights and access to water

Do you have any comments on any of the guiding principles?
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7. Opportunities, challenges and actions for improved state-
wide water management

The draft NSW Water Strategy outlines seven strategic priorities for action, focused on meeting the
core objectives based on the NSW Water Management Act 2000. These strategic priorities are:

1. Build community confidence and capacity through engagement, transparency and
accountability

2. Recognise Aboriginal rights and values, and increase access to and ownership of water for
cultural and economic purposes

Improve river, floodplain and aquifer ecosystem health, and system connectivity
Increase resilience to changes in water availability (variability and climate change)
Support economic growth and resilient industries within a capped system

Support resilient, prosperous and liveable cities and towns

Enable a future focused, capable and innovative water sector.

No g s

Under each priority the draft strategy identifies several opportunities and challenges, and a total
of 41 proposed actions to improve water management across the state.

Do you have any comments on the seven strategic priorities identified?

\WWe are

Do you have any comments on any of the proposed actions identified?

The

Are there any additional opportunities, risks and challenges that should be
considered in the draft strategy?

The | IN
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What actions should be prioritised for immediate implementation and how should
they be implemented?

8. Other comments

Do you have any other comments on the draft NSW Water Strategy?

\\/e

9. How did you hear about the opportunity to
provide feedback on the draft NSW Water Strategy?

Please select all that apply from the list below:
Newspaper

Radio

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment website
Direct email

Social media

Have your say NSW website

Word of mouth

AEO0O0=00

Other (please describe)

© State of New South Wales through Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 2021. The information contained in this
publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (February 2021). However, because of advances in
knowledge, users should ensure that the information upon which they rely is up to date and to check the currency of the information with
the appropriate departmental officer or the user’s independent adviser.
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	Do you have any comments on the seven strategic priorities identified?
	Do you have any comments on any of the proposed actions identified?
	Are there any additional opportunities, risks and challenges that should be considered in the draft strategy?
	What actions should be prioritised for immediate implementation and how should they be implemented?
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	Do you have any other comments on the draft NSW Water Strategy?
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	Long answer text in 3 separate boxes for multiple points: We are irrigators in the Hunter River tidal pool, both on the Hunter & Paterson Rivers. We have based our economic enterprises on the basis of the availability of water to irrigate our crops. 
The Hunter Valley was a food bowl for NSW, the soils, climate & access to consumers was an important factor in this. This food bowl role has been threatened by the expansion of mining & urban expansion. It is assumed that Murray Darling system will provide the food that any stable society needs. The Murray Darling is a river system in crisis for a number of reasons. We encourage a reset in thinking about the role of the coastal rivers with regard to food production & for this we need irrigation water to ensure reliability of product supply. 
	Long answer text: 
	Long answer text_2: 
	Long answer text_3: There is no argument with the proposition that: water is essential; that populations are growing & shifting, the climate is variable & changing. We do need to do things differently and it is this I have most concern with.
1. The catchment managements authorities were established to look after the health of the catchments & hence the river systems...this was not integrated into the whole of catchment planning - so whilst the farmers were being encouraged to keep 90% groundcover for a healthy catchment; more open cut coal mines were being approved and housing developments with minimal green space.
2. Water is essential, including groundwater. It is pleasing that on P78 that "we need to carefully manage our groundwater resources to ensure they remain available to meet critical water needs..."...(further) ...opportunities exist to improve our understanding of the groundwater processes". Given this situation why has the government supported the Narrabri gas development & further supports opening up large areas of the west of the state to fracking. Priority 4.4 is essential.
3. Technology exists already for new housing developments to have water recycling of grey water & stormwater. The Lower Hunter Strategic plan 2016 envised an extra 70,000 dwellings needed by  2036. The housing developments taking place fall very far short of what was envisaged in the 2016 plan with regard to environmental aspirations which has serious implications for water requirements & use.
4. We had grave concerns about the separation of water & land in the Water management act 2000. We are pleased to see this reviewed (p.105) as there are "serious & increasing concerns that the market is not working..."
Water is essential for local communities, there is global concern that private non domestic interests have bought water rights. This purchase by non local interests have the power to disrupt good government for the benefit of the national interest. We have strong objections to Priority 6.9. If you have private sector involvement there is no control over foreign interests controlling our water supply.
The management & supply of water to the people of NSW should never be compromised. Keep water in government hands.

	Long answer text_4: It is extremely difficult to rank these objectives.
We are agricultural irrigators, therefore we wish to protect our livelihood. Many of our members have been farmers in our area for a number of generations & wish to continue & to this end our floodplains & ecosystems need to be protected.
We also live in the state of NSW & would wish to see an fair & equitable access to water & decisions being made to ensure that there is a stable society...hence access to at least the basic necessities - food, water, & shelter.
Public health & safety are important - yet we see around us so many decisions which seem to take no notice of this - the housing developments in the Lower Hunter are a public health & safety time bomb.
It is very exciting to be in a time where there is increasing recognition of the wisdom of Aboriginal people in managing the land & aiming to incorporate this wisdom into land management practices
	Long answer text_5: a) Technology exists for recycling of water - it should be imposed on all property developers.
b) Water is core & other areas of planning should always be mindful of the impact on water. Water has been taken for granted - mines have been approved, housing developments with no green space or recycling.
Then - cries go up "we need water" & all sorts of infrastructure schemes are suggested that had there been a multi disciplinary, systems approach, in the first place, would have mitigated the need.
c) We are pleased to see the guiding principles with regard to transparency with this consultation process. We have been part of consultation processes where there has been a group decision which seems not to have been taken into consideration.
	Long answer text_6: We are  pleased to see climate change & the impact on the availability of water being acknowledged and hopefully acted upon.
The Hunter valleys rainfall has been dependent on the Northern summer dominant water "coming down" & the Southern winter dominant water " coming up".
We know from studies that removal of trees creates reduced potential for rainfall - the open cut mining and the urban development has significantly reduced the tree cover in the valley. It is unknown what impact this will have on rainfall.
Both these activities - open cut mining & urban development have led to vastly increased hard surfaces. This has reduced the capacity of the valley to absorb the rainfall when it comes in extreme weather events which are part of the climate change scenario.
	Long answer text_7: The building of infrastructure to solve the problems is fraught with difficulties.
There are 2 such proposals for the Paterson river - 1. a pipeline to Glennies Creek dam & 2. A pipeline to Clarencetown - all because a 20 gigalitre dam built for irrigators is full when other dams are struggling! We strongly oppose both proposals.
As has been said in the debate about the raising of the Warragamba wall  - it will just give license to property developers to build more houses in a floodplain - the Hawkesbury was also a significant food bowl for the Aboriginal & Europeans.
The Lower Hunter Water Security Plan consultation process certainly favoured  increased investment in recycling & stormwater water harvesting  & water conservation.
These are the preferred option & working with the housing industry to encourage sustainable housing with regard to low energy & water needs.
	Long answer text_8: The UN predicts that by 2050 lack of access to clean water could affect 5 billion people - half the planet.
The control of water needs to be in the hands of the government & all departments need to be working together to implement policies to help mitigate climate change and utilise technology to recycle & conserve  our water.
	Long answer text_9: Sitting down with the Planning Department and making sure State Significant developments are not rushed through without regard to water and climate change.
Many years ago Sydney had a green belt because the planners knew before computer modelling that the "cooling effect of canopies and green space will become increasingly important to Sydney's liveability & amenity" p. 124 
The Lower Hunter will be in the same situation where the developments remove the green space. 
this increased heat will drive increased demand for water & it will not be there.
Covid 19 showed how vital green space is for physical & mental health - let's not forget the lessons in the face of developers lobbiests.
	Long answer text_10: We encourage a total society approach to water. It is a "common" good, along with air & soil, it needs to be valued broadly & protected.
The strategy for water is not let it flow to the highest bidder it is what sustains communities & their ability to feed themselves. How many communities are sacrificed when the water does not flow? 
The State of NSW has been trying to decentralise it's population for decades. Smart water decisions should be part of this.
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission.
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