
 

    
     

     
 

 
     

 

  
  

   

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      

  

     

 

 

 

   

 

             

            

            

              

          

   

             

          

           

    

          

           

               

           

           

             

              

            

  

              

          

           

            

           

   

         

     

Ref CTS 15988/20 

Department of 
Natural Resources, 
Mines and Energy 

Dr Wendy Craik and Mr Greg Claydon 

Independent Panel 

NSW First Flush Assessment 

independentpanel.firstflush@dpie.nsw.gov.au 

Dear Panel Members 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission on the draft report ‘Independent Panel 

Assessment of the Management of the 2020 Northern Basin First Flush Event’. 

The widespread rain across large parts of Queensland and northern New South Wales earlier 

this year was a welcomed event after many years of drought. As noted in your report the rain 

delivered much-needed water supplies to rural communities and provided significant 

environmental benefits. 

The Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy has reviewed the draft report and 

submits the following information for consideration in finalising the report. 

Regarding the statement that there is no structured communication or coordinated approach 

between the states. 

The Northern Basin Environmental Watering Group (NBEWG), which includes members from 

Queensland, provides a high-level consultative forum at the senior executive level. From mid-

January to the end of February 2020 (during the first flush flow event) NBEWG met on four 

occasions to discuss operational matters and share information and data. The NBEWG members 

were also encouraged to share information on any management actions and responses as they 

occurred. Throughout the event, Queensland provided a range of information to the group 

including daily flow event announcements and advice on the progression of the flow events and 

their management. Attachment 1 is an example of information provided by Queensland to the 

NBEWG. 

Informal communication also occurred with WaterNSW, as a number of staff were included in a 

distribution list that received frequent and sometimes daily emails notifying of flow event 

announcements and opportunities to water harvest. Attachment 2 is an example of information 

emailed to WaterNSW. This information could have been used to inform the likely volume of 

extractions in Queensland and estimate flows crossing the border. Regarding lack of access to 

Queensland’s information and data. 

Queensland consulted directly with affected councils and New South Wales Government 

agencies on the draft planning instruments. 
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Queensland also engaged with the Murray–Darling Basin Authority, the Commonwealth 

Environmental Water Office and the Commonwealth Department of Agriculture and Water 

Resources throughout the drafting of planning instruments during 2017-2018. This ensured that 

the proposed water plan and its implementation through the water management protocol and 

water entitlement notice would meet the requirements of the Basin Plan 2012 and support the 

Australian Government water recovery program outcomes. 

Cross border consultation addressed risk assessment and specifically water quality, water 

sharing and operations, trading and zones, Aboriginal interests and uses and water plan 

development and timeframes. The scope for water plan review and reform as well as impacts on 

users was also subject to regular consultation between all levels of government. 

Moreover, Queensland’s water planning instruments are publically available on the Queensland 

Business website. The Condamine and Balonne protocol contains flow event management rules 

for the Lower Balonne water management area and water sharing rules including announced 

periods for waterharvesting entitlements. The website also provides a link to previous flow event 

reports. 

Recommendation six in the draft report states Queensland has a website to provide daily updates 

on changes to water access. This is not accurate, while this being investigated it has not been 

implemented at this stage. 

It should be noted that the restructure of water agencies in New South Wales has disrupted 

effective cross-border networks that previously existed. Queensland would welcome the 

reestablishment of these networks for operational staff. This would also be the appropriate forum 

to develop a protocol to assist in the timely exchange of relevant information during future flow 

events. 

If you have any questions, please contact me on . 

Yours sincerely 

David Wiskar 

Executive Director Water Policy 

Attachment 1: Lower Balonne Flow Update 

Attachment 2: Lower Balonne water management area, notification email 



      

 

  

Attachment 1: Lower Balonne Flow Update 



       

 

Attachment 2: Lower Balonne water management area, notification email 




