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The Water Sharing Plan for the Murrumbidgee Unregulated River Water
Sources 2025 will replace the previous 2012 plan. This document
answers frequently asked questions about proposed changes to the

plan.

What is a water sharing plan?

Water sharing plans are statutory plans made under the NSW Water Management Act 2000. The
rules in the plans allow equitable sharing of water for all water uses, including the environment. The

plans have a statutory timeframe of 10 years. The purpose of a water sharing plan is to:
e provide water users with a clear picture of when and how water will be available for extraction
e protect the fundamental environmental health of water sources
e ensure our water sources are sustainably managed in the long term.
The plans clearly define the rules for sharing in the available water in a water source. They also
provide irrigators and farmers with continuing or 'perpetual’ licences that have a title separate from

the land, enabling better water trading opportunities. In addition, plans set out requirements for
basic landholder rights - domestic and stock rights, harvestable rights and native title rights.

Water sharing plans support the long-term health of rivers and aquifers by making water available

specifically for the environment.

Why is the Murrumbidgee Unregulated River plan being replaced?

NSW water sharing plans are valid for 10 years and are subject to a review by the NSW Natural
Resources Commission (the NRC). The responsible minister may extend or replace a plan on

consideration of the recommendation of the commission.

In 2023, the commission completed its review of the Water Sharing Plan for the Murrumbidgee

Unregulated River Water Sources 2012 and recommended the plan be replaced. The department has
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prepared a draft replacement plan for consultation - the draft Water Sharing Plan for the

Murrumbidgee Unregulated River Water Sources 2025 (the draft plan).

The draft plan includes several changes including some recommended by the NRC.

How will the department consult on the replacement water sharing plan?

Stakeholder input is critical to the development of water sharing plans in NSW. We are consulting

the community through:

e public meetings and a webinar
e One-on-one sessions on request

e public submissions

The draft plan will be on public exhibition from 4 November to 13 December 2024. You can have your
say by attending the virtual meeting on 12 November and completing the submission form available
from the department’s website. Face to face meetings are being held in Griffith on the 19 November
and in Cooma on 21 November for stakeholders to hear about the proposed changes and provide

feedback as part of the community consultation process.

Is there a limit on how much water | can take with my licence?

Water Access Licences show the amount of entitlement that you have - called the share
component. This share component can be expressed as ML/year or a number of ‘unit shares’ in the
available water resource. The amount of water you can take is based on your licensed share
component, the available water determination (AWD) and your account management rules and any

relevant conditions on your access licence.

An AWD is made at least on 1 July each year. The AWD sets out a volume of water per share that will
be placed into your water allocation account at the start of a water year (1 July) or a % of the
entitlement volume if share component is in ML/year. This is called an allocation. You can only take
the volume of water that is in your water account, in accordance with the rules in the water sharing

plan and any relevant conditions on your access licence and linked water supply work approval(s).

Are changes proposed to rules governing when | can take water?
There are proposed changes to flow-based or height-based access rules in the following water
sources and management zones:
e Adjungbilly Creek and Killimicat Creek management zones of the
Adjungbilly/Bombowlee/Brungle Water Source

e Borambola Management Zone of the Tarcutta Creek Water Source
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¢ Cooma Management Zone of the Numeralla West Water Source
e Murrumbidgee | Water Source
e Murrumbidgee Il Water Source
e Numeralla East Water Source
e Yass Lower Water Source.
There are also proposed changes to access rules in pools in all water sources:
e From Year 6 of the plan, it is proposed that extraction will be prohibited from off-river pools
unless the pool is at or above full capacity

e Extraction from in-river pools in water sources where flow classes have been established

will be prohibited unless the pool is at or above full capacity.

e Three more lagoons have been added to the list of lagoons and lakes where access is
prohibited when environmental water is being released under the Water Sharing Plan for the
Murrumbidgee Regulated River Water Source 2016.

Access rules do not apply to take under basic landholder rights. For more information about when
you can take water and when you can’t, go to the report cards for the draft plan on the department’s

website.

Does the draft plan propose changes to the estimated water requirements for basic
landholder rights and licensed take?

We have updated the estimated water requirements for basic landholder rights.

We have also updated the total volumes or unit shares specified in the share components of all

access licences to reflect current information.

We have updated the number of share components in the Tantangara and Upper Tumut water

sources, issued as part of the Snowy 2.0 Scheme.

We have listed separately the volumes of domestic and stock (subcategory 'town water supply’)

access licences.

Are changes proposed to rules governing the trade of licence shares or water allocations?
There are changes proposed to trade rules for water shares (permanent trade) and allocations
(temporary trade) in the following water sources and management zone:

e Adelong Creek Water Source

e Adjungbilly Creek Management Zone

e Billabung Water Source
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Bredbo Water Source
Burrumbuttock Water Source
Gilmore/Sandy Water Source
Goobarragandra Water Source
Lake George Water Source
Lower Billabong Water Source
Mountain Water Source

Upper Tumut Water Source

Yarra Yarra Water Source.
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For more information about these changes, go to the Proposed changes fact sheet and the report

cards on the department’s website.

How can | obtain a licence or additional water for a commercial enterprise?

New or additional licence shares or allocations may be acquired through the water market. The plan

establishes rules governing buying and selling shares and allocations within and between water

sources.

More information

The draft plan and other fact sheets are available on the department’s Water website.
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