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Making your subrmission public
I
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ect. This information must be supplied.  If you choose notfunctions required to complete the p
to provide the requested  information
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e may not be able to assess your submission

vernment, we intend to make all submissions publicly
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Public Access Act 2009.

Your submission will be stored securely consistent with the department's Records Management
Policy and you have the right to request access to, and correction of, your personal information
held  by the department.
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on Act 1998. It will not be used for any other pLlrpose and will notthe Privacy and Personal Information Pro
be given to any other third party except where required by law. To access or correct your personal information,
contact us using the `Information at d!2!a±!is}}4gov.au/contact_



2.        Your detailstEE-

Email address *

Name *

Address *

contact phone nLimber *

Do you identify as an Aboriginal pers n?an organisation?

OYes                  © No
Are you an individual or representing

© Individual           O organisat3.Organisationorbusine OnsdetailsSouthwales                O state other                O Locallion:

1111-

Who do you represent?

O   Goo:::nmTnewn:iith            ONe

a   Local water utility

o   p6aEfvl:oErmeesn: ntgi,::u:trryga 8s
Business group or business chamber    Ocommunity organisation

u Peak re  resentatlve or  ants
baut:?n::s group or business chamber    Ocommunlty organisationOEnvironment    Olndustry    Oi

©  other

4.

Individual

Draft regional water str tegy objectives and vision
1111-

The draft Gwydir Regional Water Str tegy is one of 13 strategies (12 regional water strategies
and a Greater Sydney Water Strateg , ) being developed  by the department.  A!i regional water
strategles are being developed in lin with the following objectives.

Deliver and manage water f r local communities

®

-Improve water security, wate quality and flood management for regional towns andityforregionalindustries.
communities.
Enable economic prosperit
-Improve water access reliabi

® Recognise and protect Abo jgjnal water rights, interests and access to water
-!nc!iuding Aborigina!  heritage assets.

® Protect and enhance the en ironment
-Improve the health and integ ity of environmental systems and assets,  including byinfrastructureoptions:
Improving water quality.
Affordability
-  Identify !east cost po!ic,y and
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All draft regional water strategy optio s need to address at least one of the above objectives.
Our vision for this strategy is to have ealthy and resilient water resources (that withstand
extreme events and adapt to these c anges) for a liveable and prosperous Gwydir reglon.

To achieve this, we need to position t e region so there is the right amount of water of the
right qua)i{\,J,  delivered  in the  right VIia to meet the future needs of Aboriginal people, towns,
communities, industries and the envlr nment.

Do you support this vision for the wydir Regional Water Strategy?thelongtermmanagementofwater resources in this

©  Yes                 a  NO
•f no, please outline your vision fo
region?

5.        Information and modelli g used to develop the Gwydir Regional Watertegypackagesthemostuptodateinformationand_   Strategy

The draft Gwydir Regional Water Str
evidence with all the tools we have - policy,  planning,  behavioural,  regulatory, technology andntodevelopthedraftGwydirRegionalWaterStrategy.
infrastructure solutions.

We have used the following informati
•    Newclimate data:

ata -recorded rainfall, temperature and evaporation data.- Observed historical climate
- Paleoclimate data -scientific reconstructed data using sources such as tree rlngs.
-Climate drivers -key drivers of wet and dry periods.

•    Review of existing studies
r \v^yJater resource management.-to identify drivers and risks i

•    Community engagement:
Gil  organisations.-Loe`a'l  c`o.u`n`cils  and jo`int coiin

-Aboriginal peak bodies and boriginal community groups.
- Review of previous water in nagement consultations.

A) Do you have any comments ab ut the information used to develop this strategy?

The Gwydir Regional Water Strategy has h d a lack of consultation with the local farming community and key
stakeholders who are part Of the farming c mmunity that will be affected if a dam is placed in the river. The
majority of property [andholders Potentially ffected were unaware that a dam was being proposed that would
cover their good country. To hold ia meetin in Moree 100km away at harvest time without writing to and
informino landhn[ders is not nroner constJlt tinn-

8} please provide details if there is additional information you think we should consider?

Consideration to increase water use efficie cy by irrigators and cost of funding this vs a dam needs to be
considered.
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6[        Stochasticmodellingm thodI-
d (based on the statistical characteristics of the newWe used a stochastic modelling meth

climate data) in order to get a dataset covering up to 10,000 years. This enables us to quantify
the natural variability and extremes lnA)Doyouhaveanycommentsab the region with greater certainty.utthemodellingmethodLJsed to develop this

strategy?

The stochastic modelling system is inheren ly random. When planning water infrastructure it should be based
on an empirical fact model.

a) Is there any additional informati n that you believe could help us assess 1:he benefits
and disadvantages Of draft option ?

Option 2 will deliver minimal benefit to the stem. A low flat dam will have high evaporation rates and render a
large amount of good farming country non iable. The benefit needs to be assessed on the needs of the
communities. Taking land from small scale armers to ensure water for large scale jrrigators is not an equitable
option. The powerline from Armidale to Mo e would have to be shifted and so would some roads affecting
mnrp, nrnnerfie`¢. The.fie nennle a+e nrf)hahl I Inwirp. nf these iss:I lee .

7.       Opportunities and chall nges for water managementrategydraftingstage,thefollowingopportunities, riskssiderab[estressontowns,communjtjes,industries-    inthe Gwydirregion

During the Gwydir Regionai Water St
and challenges were identified.

•    climate conditions place co
and ecosystems:

nd dry period and droughts will be more frequent.- Region moves between wet
- Record low inflows to Copet n Dam.
-Towns and villages on single sup`p`ly sources will have future water security ch.allenges.
-Average annual extraction fo some water users could decline.
- Large on-farm storages exp rience liigh evaporation losses.

•   Review howwe manage, us and deliver water to meet future challenges:
-Use new climate modelling t revlew water allocations and river operations.
-Managing floodplain  harvest. g to protect environmental and cultural assets.
- Moree is expected to grow oyer the next 20 years.
-Water reliability is critical to

•   Water is essential forAbori
Country:
- Health of waterways impacts
-Provisions for accessing wat
-Improve Aboriginal people's i

ttract business and jobs.
inal people's health, wellbeing and connection to

the wellbeing of the Traditional Owners and Custodians,
r for cultural purposes.
volvement in water management.
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•   Protecting critical environmental assets:
-Heathy water sources supp the region's environment.

nd ecosystems-Grounc]water sources are crlt Gal Tor towns lnaustrles and ecosyslems.
-Declining aquifer levels in so e areas.
- More efficient and equitable se of groundwater.
- More knowledge is needed a out groundwater recharge rates.

A) Do you have any comments on he opportunities, risks and challenges identified?

Are there other options for water supply for oree and other western towns such as utilizing underground water
and piping it to these communitites.

8) Are there any additional opport nities, risks and challenges that we should consider
and what options could address t ese?

ls an option 2 dam a cost effective option. ill it supply water in the necessary time frame given that we could
be in drought before it is built and water wo ld still not be available for these communities. Living just above the

juntion of the Warialda Creek and the Gwy ir River I have seen 3 major flood events, that would be enough to
fill the proposed dam, in 25 years.  The am unt of water that flows down all the supplying rivers and creeks
wnlllr] nnt he ennimh tn .eilstain a rlam in nt er vf±ars  Tnnninn IIn the rlam form r,nnetnn wnl ilr] nnrv work if

8.        DraftGwydirRegional ater Strategy optionsIE-
We have developed a long  list of opti ns that could  be  included  in the final Gwydir Regional
Water Strategy. The options conside the opportunities and challenges facing the region and
meet at least one regional water stratThe40optionsaregroupedindiffereiegy objective.ntcategories, being:

•     maintaining and diversifying w ter supplies.
•     protecting and enhancing nat ral ecosystems.

i..i     i.  -.-.i.     .-`.  .L!i-.o

ery efficiency and water conservation.arednessforclimateextremes.Iinalpeople'swaterrights,interestsand access to water.



Draft options for the Gwydir Regional

Maintaining and diversifying water

1.   Enlargement of Tareelaroi weir

2.   New Lower Gravesend Dam on t
Gwydir River downstream of Wari
Creek

3.   Reuse, recycling and stormwater

4.   Managed aquifer recharge investi
and policy

Protecting and enhancing natural

9.   Removal of system constraints in
Gwydir catchment to improve flo
reaching the Gwydir Wetland

10. NSW Fish Passage Strategy

11. Ability to direct excess suppleme
flows

12. Cold water pollution migration in

13. Diversion screens to prevent fis.h
extraction at pump offtakes

Water Strategy are outlined below.

supplies

5.   Reliable access to groundwater by towns

6.   Townwater securtity planning and
investment for Bingara

7.   Town water Security planning and
investment for Uralla Shire

8.   Reliable access to groundwater for the
Moree Special Activation Precinct

16. Improved clarity in managing groundwater
resources sustainably

cosystems

17.Active management to share flows
between consumptive and other uses

18. Modification and / or removal of floodwork
structures causing adverse impacts

asures

14.Improvedunderstandingofgroun[water
processes

15.SustainableaccesstogroundwatFrbyall
users

S¥.PPS.`±jT.±.~Y_:`t~e`L¥.:_eL9~T_d~9_:.I:Y.:.T[~€Fj`:i:T_C~¥
22.Water efficiency projects (towns and

industry)

23. Review of water markets in the G
region

24. Connectivity with downstream systems

19. River Ranger program

20. Investigation of water quality mitigation
measures

21. Secure flows for water-dependent cultural
sites

25. Review urban water restriction policy

26.Addressing inefficient delivery system
management

Strengthening community preparedness for climate extremes

27. New drought operational rules (G
River)

28. Review of surface water accounti
allocation process

29. Investigation of licence conversions

3o.ImproveddatacoHectionandinforation
sharing

31. Education and capacity building program

-new climate data/modelling

-managing groundwater resources
sustainably

32.Land use change impact on water
resources
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Program

people's water rights, interests and access to water

dge

34.Water-dependentculturalpracticeiand
site identification project

35.Sharedbenefitproject(environm]ntand
cultural outcomes)

36. Regional Cultural Water Officer
employment program

37. Regional Aboriginal Water Advisory
Committee

38.Water portfolio project for Aboriginal
communities

39. Co-management investigation of
Travelling Stock Reserves

40.Aboriginal cultural water access licence
review

Option Number 27

8) Please Comment oh Why yoq th
•hk these options are rri6st irripbrtaht?

We need to ensure communities and towns have equitable acces to water and that all ilsers are doing their
best to not waste it. Would enlargement of arellaroi weir ensure that communities have immediate access to
extra water be more feasible that a dam at pper gravesend. It is diffucult for us to assess the cost difference
when we don't have any costs. On the othe hand would the extra water be enough for the communitites
involverl_  lf not then  it woLilrl  nr)I he §en.qihl to take flood farminn r.r}ijntrv from these land hnlrler tr] inr.rease

C) Which five (5) options do you t ink are j§a§Lf important (if any)?
Please list the option numbers in ord r of least importance with the first option being leastInktheseoptionsareleastimport:ant?
Important
Option Number 34
Option Number 19
Option Number I
Option Number I
Option Number I

D) Please comment on why you thD) Please comment on why you th+nk these options are least import:ant?

I don't think that a culturally significant land area should be more valuable than our farm that has significant
memorles and our home let alone a way of aming an income. If significant cultural areas can be protected
from water damage that is good but the val e should be equivalent to our farms.

E) Do you have any comments on he draft options?

As Copeton dam has been full I think twice in the 25 years I have been here I dontt. think increasing its capacity
would be of much benefit unless combined ith the following suggestion.I
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9.       Option combinations
TT-'T,*j--:.¢*,I,

The option list provided in the draft strategy also identifies potential combinations of
options. These combinations recognise that most options require associated works, further

::%e::all::tgse:r,:/e°nrtj`:gis::t|¥:'8°J}Cdy,rarnedg,%':nannj:gd:hnaontgheasvte°uen|:rer:dt::i:::::sS.Sther'Sks

A) Do you have any thoughts on h w the options could be combined with other
Options?

The main limitting factor is rain and we just n't make that happen. I think if it was feasible to bring water from
the coast to Glen lnnes then to Copeton, w ere there is significant storage capacity already, the Copeton would
be able to silpply the western towns by incr asing flows down the gwydir. The funds for a gravesend dam
woilld not be needed and could be chanell d into this option. This could ensure a more consistent flow Of water.

8) Are there additional options th we should consider?

i

i

10.     Othercomments
•t

Do you have any other comments About the Gwydir Regional water strategy?
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11.     Howdid you hearahout[he public exhibition of this strategy?I-"\
We are interested to know how you h
indicate the communication methods

a
0

Newspaper

Radio

d about the opportunity to make a submission. please
W:

a    Department of planning, Industry and Environment website

a
a
a

Direct email

Social media

Have your say NSW Governmbnt website

a    Communication from peak body

A resident of Bingara informed Hugh Munro who informed neighbours. The Add in the paper provided
._.    I_I_:I_    _I  _   J___   _I:.__-.:.._   _..~__i.__.i.     ^LLL_.._ ..... _   _I___1`.`._...   _L_..LLi__   -_...  L]._I  L_I   L___

12.     Additional Information and submission process
I caan}'osQEi

lf you would like to provide any suppprting documents to help us understand your view,
please either, email these from the same email you  provided in this form, or attach supporting
documents to this form if you are retJrning your submission  by mail.

I

All submissions on the draft Gwydir Regional Water Strategy will be reviewed following the
public exhibition period.  Further targ¢ted engagement will be undertaken along with the final
phase of stakeholder engagement later in the year to review the final ciocuments.

please email your completed submission and supporting documents to
.:,==`..i":.i:,:.i-:...:`.I..-i...:3...:iJ."il.`.i:.i..',.:..:.t±-:I-:.::.;:::,:::-:i.:.:I.;.:-:.:.i.-:.:tt.i::.:.,.`....`.:-i.-..'..`::-:.!-i

E=     =rn:i::tnt:eRn:]gi°oncak]e¥aBt:: %tor2i:gpj::r'aDmeapttaart#se# 2°tf2P4'abnyni:gri :nvdeumsigr,a2nod2 0.

EH fr#ffQZ::]js;I:i:![!Legl?anua,ll:g:toenra::La::egr,coes:r::±Ee:sfoundonourwebs,te

Thank you for your submission.
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