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Changes to the Water Sharing Plan for the 
Macquarie and Cudgegong Regulated Rivers 
Water Source 2016 

A summary of changes made to the Water Sharing Plan for the 

Macquarie and Cudgegong Regulated River Water Sources.  

The NSW Government has amended the Water Sharing Plan for the Macquarie and Cudgegong 

Regulated Rivers Water Source 2016 (the Plan) to provide the Minister with the authority to amend 

the share component of a floodplain harvesting access licence in specific circumstances.  

A water sharing plan may be amended under section 45 (1)(a) of the Water Management Act 2000 

(WM Act) if the Minister for Water is satisfied that it is in the public interest to do so. Table 1 

summarises the amendment. 

Table 1. Summary of changes to the Water Sharing Plan for the Macquarie and Cudgegong Regulated Rivers Water Sources 

Clause Section 45 (1) 

change in 

amended plan 

Basis for change 

43A  (a) A new section has been inserted into the Plan which provides authority to the 

Minister to amend floodplain harvesting (regulated river) access licences in 

the following circumstances: 

• A discrepancy has been identified from the original calculation of 

share component, or 

• Where a re-calculation to correct a discrepancy has affected the 

share component of a different access licence.  

This process provides procedural fairness and is generally consistent with 

how floodplain harvesting access licences were originally determined (Part 

2A of the Water Management (General) Regulation 2018). 

25 (a) This clause has been updated to accurately reflect the total number of shares 

floodplain harvesting (regulated river) access licences shares issued.  
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Why we have made these changes  
The department has made these changes to ensure the plan allows for any potential discrepancies 

to be appropriately addressed and corrected. The amendment also gives assurance to all water 

users and the community that floodplain harvesting is conducted according to the limits, rules and 

best available information. 

The process for changing water sharing plans  
The minister must obtain the concurrence of the Minister for the Environment before amending a 

water sharing plan (section 45 (3)). Ministers must also consider the following when amending a 

water sharing plan (section 9 of the WM Act): 

• take all reasonable steps to promote the water management principles of the WM Act and 

• give priority to the principles relating to water sharing according to the order they are set out 

in under section 5 (3) of the WM Act.    

The water sharing management principles under s5(3) of the WM Act are (in their order of priority):  

1. Sharing water from a water source must protect the water source and its dependent 

ecosystems.  

2. Sharing water from a water source must protect basic landholder rights.   

3. Sharing or extraction of water under any other right must not prejudice the principles set out 

in points 1 and 2.  

The NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water’s Water group worked 

with the department’s Conservation Programs, Heritage and Regulation group to develop the 

amendments before submitting the plan to the ministers for the agreement and approval. 

More information 
To read the amended water sharing plan and supporting fact sheets, visit 

https://www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/water/our-work/plans-and-strategies/water-sharing-

plans/status/macquariecastlereagh-region.  

To read the water sharing plan amendment protocol, visit 

https://water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/509863/water-sharing-plan-

amendment-protocol.pdf.  
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