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Proposed amendments to the Murrumbidgee 
Regulated River water sharing plan 

A summary of proposed changes to the Water Sharing Plan for the 

Murrumbidgee Regulated River Water Source 2016 

Water sharing plans (plans) are the primary legal framework for managing water access and sharing 

in NSW. The plans are valid for 10 years from their start date. The NSW Government may amend 

plans within that 10-year period under certain circumstances, including if the changes are in the 

public interest.  

The NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water is proposing two 

amendments to the Murrumbidgee Regulated River plan and is informing stakeholders of these 

proposed changes. The changes are in the public interest as they relate to securing water for town 

water supply. This fact sheet summarises the changes proposed to the plan.  

A new specific purpose water access licence 
The NSW Government is proposing to issue a new specific purpose water access licence to Riverina 

Water County Council to proactively manage potential risks to Wagga Wagga’s groundwater supply 

from PFAS (Per– and polyfluoroalkyl substances) contamination.  

Riverina Water County Council currently undertake testing for PFAS and report the results on their 

website. PFAS substances detected in Wagga Wagga’s bores to date have been below the limits 

specified in the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines.  

The 14 gigalitre specific purpose access licence will allow Riverina Water County Council to switch 

source water from groundwater to the Murrumbidgee Regulated River Water Source if groundwater 

PFAS contamination exceeds the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines.  

The water sharing plan amendment will enable water to be allocated to the licence and place 

conditions on the licence to restrict its use to when PFAS is detected at levels above the Australian 

Drinking Water Guidelines.  

Trading framework with the ACT 
The Murrumbidgee Regulated River plan currently doesn’t allow trades between the ACT and NSW.  
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As part of a reciprocal arrangement with the ACT Government, we propose to develop a trading 

framework with the ACT and amend the plan to enable allocation assignment dealings (temporary 

trades) under section 71V of the Water Management Act 2000 (WM Act) between the ACT and the 

Murrumbidgee Regulated River Water Source in NSW. These allocation assignment dealings will be 

allowed up to 7 GL/year.  

This change will enable the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder to trade 6.36 GL/year of 

water for the environment from the ACT into the Murrumbidgee River below Burrinjuck Dam. The 

trade will be processed on 1 July each year. This water is the ACT’s commitment to water recovery 

under the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. Without this trade being enabled it is likely that the 

Commonwealth would seek to recover the water from the regulated Murrumbidgee River in NSW.  

The Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder will be able to use the water for environmental 

outcomes in the Murrumbidgee Regulated River. Historically, this water would have flowed into 

NSW and been considered inflows in the resource assessment process.  

Facilitating this trade allows NSW to enter negotiations with the ACT to secure town water supply 

for NSW towns located near the ACT (including Yass and Bungendore). These areas are likely to 

experience growth in the future that could be supplied by ACT urban water supply infrastructure.  

What do these changes mean for existing licence holders? 
Both proposed changes are likely to impact available water determinations (water allocations) for 

existing water users in the Murrumbidgee Regulated River.  

Specific purpose access licence 

The principles and hierarchy of allocating available water to different categories of licence are 

prescribed in the WM Act and reflected in water sharing plans. Because the proposed specific 

purpose access licence will be used for town water supply, it will have a similar priority as a local 

water utility access licence. This means that 100% allocation will be made to the 14 gigalitre licence 

when it is required.  

To manage the impacts on existing water users, the licence will only be allocated water when PFAS 

contamination exceeds the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines. Further, the licence will be 

conditioned so that water can only be used when PFAS contamination exceeds the Australian 

Drinking Water Guidelines.  

Trades with ACT 

The 6.36 gigalitres of environmental water to be traded into NSW from the ACT is already flowing 

into NSW and this water has been considered inflow in the resource assessment process (which 
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determines available water determinations) in the past. The trade means the water available for use 

in the water source will stay the same but the requirement for the water will increase slightly (i.e. 

demand is increased but supply is not). The trade is anticipated to result in a <0.5% average 

reduction in available water determinations for general security licence holders in the 

Murrumbidgee Regulated River. 

Information on how water is allocated in NSW is available on the department’s website. Detailed 

information about water allocations in the Murrumbidgee Regulated River Water Source is available 

in the Murrumbidgee water allocation method guide.  

More information 
If you have questions or comments about the proposed amendments, please contact the water 

planning team at wspconsultation@dpie.nsw.gov.au.  


