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A summary of changes made to the Water Sharing Plan for the

Murrumbidgee Regulated River Water Source.

The NSW Government has amended the Water Sharing Plan for the Murrumbidgee Regulated River
Water Source 2016 to:

e Allow an Available Water Determination (AWD) to be made for the Riverina Water County
Council (RWCC) PFAS Alternate Supply Access Licence if PFAS contamination of
groundwater exceeds Australian Drinking Water Guidelines; and

e Enable allocation assighment dealings under section 71V of the Water Management Act 2000
(the WM Act) between the ACT and the Murrumbidgee Regulated River Water Source in
NSW.

Table 1 summarises these amendments.

Table 1. Summary of changes to the Water Sharing Plan

Clause Change in amended plan Basis for change

We have inserted a clause to estimate
that the share components of the

Riverina Water County Council PFAS
Clause 21A ) The licence holder is not entitled
Alternate Supply Access Licence at the
Share components of . to extract any water apart from
Riverina Water County commencement of the clause is O

Council PFAS Alternate  ML/year.
Supply Access Licences

meeting certain conditions

outlined later in clause 39 (below).
Noting that A Riverina Water County

Council PFAS Alternate Supply Access
Licence may be issued during the term
of this Plan.

Clause 39A (1) We have inserted a subclause allowing This enables an AWD to be made

an available water determination (AWD)  to the licence for Wagga Wagga
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Basis for change

Available water
determinations for Riverina
Water County Council
PFAS Alternate Supply
Access Licences

Clause 39A (2)

Available water
determinations for Riverina
Water County Council
PFAS Alternate Supply
Access Licences

Clause 40 (4) (c1)

Available water
determinations for
regulated river (high
security) Access Licences

Clause 41 (2) (c1)

Available water
determinations for
regulated river (general
security) access licences
and regulated river
(conveyance) access
licences

Clause 47 (1) (b1)

No carryover of water in

allocation accounts

to be made to the licence if groundwater

used for Wagga Wagga town water

supply exceeds the guideline values in

the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines

for per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) in that water year.

We have inserted a subclause that any
AWD made must be sufficient to meet
the estimated town water supply
demand for Wagga Wagga for the

remainder of that water year.

We have inserted a subclause that the

Minister must not make an AWD for high

security licences unless sufficient water

is available for the proposed licence.

We have inserted a subclause that the

Minister must not make an AWD for

general security or conveyance licences

unless sufficient water is available for

the proposed licence.

We have inserted a subclause
prohibiting the licence to carry over

unused water in its allocation account.

town water supply if PFAS
exceeds safe level set by the
Australian Drinking Water

Guidelines.

This is to ensure efficiencies and
minimise potential impacts on
other users if the maximum of 14
gigalitres is not required in any

given water year.

AWDs for the proposed licence
need to be considered ahead of
other licence categories to meet

town water supply needs.

AWDs for the proposed licence
need to be considered ahead of
other licence categories to meet

town water supply needs.

This will further limit impact to

other users.

The amount of water allocated to
the Riverina Water County Council
PFAS Alternate Supply access
licences is based on the

anticipated likely water demand,
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Clause Change in amended plan Basis for change

so saving of any unused water for
use in the following year was not

anticipated as being required.

The plan currently restricts or

Clause 56 (4) We have inserted a subclause allowing a | prohibits these kind of dealings

dealing that involves an assighment of subject to a range of conditions.

Interstate access licence ) .
water allocations between an access This proposed change negates

transfer and assignment of | . . . . .. I
g licence and access licence equivalent in | these restrictions and prohibitions

water allocations . . . . .
the Australian Capital Territory (ACT). subject to further restrictions

(outlined below).

We have inserted a subclause specifying

Clause 56 (5) (a) . . This ensures that no trade can
that a dealing can only be made if an -
Interstate access licence . occur apart from conditions
interstate trade agreement between d bet e FUEI0  AET
i agreed between the an
HETEar EIne| EESE et el NSW and the Australian Capital Territory &
water allocations governments.

has been established.

Clause 56 (5) (b) We have inserted a subclause stating

] ] This clarifies that any trade
Interstate access licence | the dealing must be an assignment of

o . activity must comply with the
transfer and assignment of ~Wwater allocation in accordance with the
) interstate trade agreement.
water allocations interstate trade agreement.

Clause 56 (5) (c) We have inserted a clause that the

dealing would cause no more than 7,000 This clarifies the maximum

Interstate access licence . . . .
ML of water allocation to be assigned possible limit of the net trade from

transfer and assignment of . . .
g from an access licence equivalent in the  the ACT.

ater allocations .
W ! ACT in any water year.

We have inserted a clause that the

operator must operate the water suppl This ensures that the s ly of
Clause 72 (2) (b1) P b bRty | This ensu PP
system in such a way that water would any water is accounted for at the

Maintenance of water

supply

be able to be supplied during a repeat of | appropriate level of priority for
the period of lowest inflow for an AWD town water supply.
of 100%.
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We have amended a subclause so that

the operator is to supply water to o
. ) This is to ensure that water can be
domestic and stock access licences,

Clause 74 (1) (b) » , delivered at the appropriate level
local water utility access licences, N ; . :
Priority of delivery for L . of priority as town water supply
y . Riverina Water County Council PFAS ) i ,
access licences and EWA ) with particular regard to if there
Alternate Supply Access Licence and ) )
water any channel constraints in the

regulated river (high security) access
) system.
licences that have placed orders for

water, in that order (emphasis added).

We have inserted a new clause stating This ensures that the supply of

Clause 74A
that the proposed licence would have any water is accounted for at the
Priorities between different . . . L
the same priority as local water utility appropriate level of priority for
categories of licence .
access licences. town water supply.

We have inserted a definition in the

dictionary clarifying that Australian

Drinking Water Guidelines means the This ensures consistency and
Dictionary Australian Drinking Water Guidelines clarity regarding the thresholds

published by the National Health and point of reference for AWDs to be

Medical Research Council, as updated made for the proposed licence.

from time to time.

Why we have made these changes
Securing Wagga Wagga’s town water supply and limiting impacts to other users

Riverina Water County Council (RWCC) is managing the potential PFAS (Per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances) contamination of Wagga Wagga's groundwater supply source. The amendments will
allow Riverina Water County Council to switch source water from groundwater to the Murrumbidgee
Regulated River Water Source if groundwater PFAS contamination exceeds the Australian Drinking
Water Guidelines

Enabling environmental outcomes downstream of Burrinjuck Dam

An amendment is proposed to enable allocation assighnment dealings under section 71V of the Water
Management Act 2000 up to 7 GL/year between the ACT and the Murrumbidgee Regulated River
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Water Source in NSW. This amendment will enable the trade of 6.36 GL/year of ACT held

environmental water into the Murrumbidgee River below Burrinjuck Dam.

A trading framework between NSW and the ACT is proposed. This framework will enable:

e the ACT to have its 4.9GL contribution to Bridging the Gap and 1.4GL of environmental water
as part of the Basin Plan 450GL recovery target recognised and used in the Murrumbidgee
River below Burrinjuck Dam, and

e atwo-way trading framework between the ACT and the NSW Murrumbidgee regulated river
water market.

The plan amendments will enable trade of environmental water from the Australian Capital Territory
(ACT) into New South Wales (NSW). This will enable environmental benefits to be achieved
downstream of Burrinjuck Dam supporting healthier rivers, ecosystems and communities.

Providing water for town growth in NSW communities that surround the ACT is constrained by
availability of water in NSW. This amendment is the first step in securing town water supply for
these towns. Future amendments to the Murrumbidgee Regulated River Water Sharing Plan are

likely to be required to facilitate water for the towns surrounding the ACT.

The process for changing water sharing plans

As well as the approval of the Minister for Water, amending a plan requires the agreement of the

NSW Minister for Environment (this is known as ‘concurrence’). Consistent with section 9 of the

Water Management Act 2000 (the WM Act), when amending a water sharing plan the ministers must:
e take all reasonable steps to promote the water management principles of the WM Act and

e give priority to the principles relating to water sharing according to the order they are set out
in under section 5 (3) of the WM Act.

The water sharing management principles under s5(3) of the WM Act are (in their order of priority):
1. Sharing water from a water source must protect the water source and its dependent
ecosystems.

2. Sharing water from a water source must protect basic landholder rights.

3. Sharing or extraction of water under any other right must not prejudice the principles set out
in points 1and 2.

The NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water’'s Water group worked
with colleagues in the department’s Biodiversity, Conservation and Science group to develop the
amendments before submitting the plan for the agreement and approval of the ministers.
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More information

To read the amended water sharing plan and supporting fact sheets, visit the department’s water

sharing plan status page.

To read the water sharing plan amendment protocol, visit the departments Water sharing plan

amendment protocol page.
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