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Compliance with the Minister’s duty under section
9 of the Water Management Act 2000 -
amendment of the Water Sharing Plan for the
Murrumbidgee Regulated River Water Sources
2016

This document details how the Ministers have promoted and given
effect to the water management principles of the Water Management
Act 2000 in amending the Water Sharing Plan for the Murrumbidgee
Regulated River Water Sources 2016.

Amending a water sharing plan requires the approval of the NSW Minister for Water and the
agreement of the NSW Minister for Environment and Heritage. When amending a plan, section 9 of
the Water Management Act 2000 (the WM Act) requires the ministers to:

e take all reasonable steps to promote the water management principles and

e give priority to the water management principles relating to water sharing in the order they
are set out under s5(3) of the WM Act.

The water sharing management principles under s5(3) of the WM Act are (in order of priority):
a. Sharing water from a water source must protect the water source and its dependent
ecosystems.
b. Sharing water from a water source must protect basic landholder rights.

c. Sharing or extraction of water under any other right must not prejudice the principles set

out in points a. and b.

The Minister for Water obtained the agreement of the Minister for Environment and Heritage to
amend the Water Sharing Plan for the Murrumbidgee Regulated River Water Sources 2016 (the plan).
In doing so, the ministers ensured that they promote the water management principles of the WM
Act and prioritise its water sharing principles in accordance with the WM Act.
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How the water management principles have been promoted
and given effect to

The NSW Government has taken all reasonable steps to promote and give effect to the water
management principles of the WM Act in amending the Water Sharing Plan for the Murrumbidgee
Regulated River Water Sources 2016. Refer to the tables below for details.

Table 1. How the plan amendments promote the water management principles of sections:

e 5(2)(a) - Water sources, floodplains, and dependent ecosystems (including groundwater and wetlands) should be
protected and restored and, where possible, land should not be degraded

e 5(2)(b) - habitats, animals and plants that benefit from water or are potentially affected by managed activities
should be protected and (in the case of habitats) restored

e 5(2)(c) - the water quality of all water sources should be protected and, wherever possible, enhanced

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(2)(a)-(c) Relevant plan

provisions

The plan amendments will enable trade of environmental water from the Clause 56
Australian Capital Territory (ACT) into New South Wales (NSW). This will enable
environmental benefits to be achieved downstream of Burrinjuck Dam supporting

healthier rivers, ecosystems and communities.

Table 2. How the plan promotes the water management principles of section 5(2)(d) - the cumulative impacts of water
management licences and approvals and other activities on water sources and their dependent ecosystems, should be
considered and minimised

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(2)(d) Relevant plan

provisions

Available Water Determinations (AWD) would only be made for the Riverina Water Clause 39
County Council (RWCC) PFAS Alternate Supply Access Licence after meeting

certain conditions. Furthermore, AWDs would only be made with reference to

RWCC’s likely water demand.
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Table 3. How the plan amendments promote the water management principles of section 5(2)(e) and (f) - geographical
and other features of Aboriginal significance should be protected

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(2)(e) and (f) Relevant plan

provisions

The plan amendments will enable trade of environmental water from the Clause 56
Australian Capital Territory (ACT) into New South Wales (NSW). This will enable

environmental benefits to be achieved downstream of Burrinjuck Dam supporting

healthier rivers, ecosystems and communities. The Commonwealth Environmental

Water Holder (CEWH) seeks to achieve cultural benefits through its

environmental watering activities. This amendment will provide further resources

to the CEWH portfolio to achieve these benefits.

Table 4. How the plan amendments promote the water management principles of section 5(2)(g) - the social and
economic benefits to the community should be maximised

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(2)(g) Relevant plan

provisions

The plan amendments maximise the social and economic benefits to the Clause 39
community by providing alternative access and ensuring continuity of supply

should PFAS levels exceed Australian Drinking Water Guidelines.

The plan amendments maximise the social and economic benefits to the Clauses 41,47, 72 and
community by ensuring AWDs are made at the required level of priority to ensure  74.

reliability for town water supply

Table 5. How the plan amendments promote the water management principles of section 5(2)(h) - the principles of
adaptive management should be applied, which should be responsive to monitoring and improvements in understanding
of ecological water requirements

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(2)(h) Relevant plan

provisions

The plan amendments promote the principles of adaptive management by only Clause 39
allocating water to the Riverina Water County Council PFAS Alternate Supply
Access Licences when PFAS levels exceed Australian Drinking Water Guidelines in

response to monitoring.
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Table 6. How the plan amendments promote the water management principles of section 5(3)(a) - Sharing of water from
a water source must protect the water source and its dependent ecosystems

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(3)(a) Relevant plan

provisions

The plan amendments will enable trade of environmental water from the Clause 56
Australian Capital Territory (ACT) into New South Wales (NSW). This will enable
environmental benefits to be achieved downstream of Burrinjuck Dam supporting

healthier rivers, ecosystems and communities.

Table 7. How the plan amendments promote the water management principles of section 5(3)(b) - Sharing of water from
a water source must protect basic landholder rights (BLR)

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(3)(b) Relevant plan

provisions

The plan amendments will not impact the existing protections and priorities for Parts2 and 5

basic landholder rights.

Table 8. How the plan amendments promote the water management principles of section 5(3)(c) - Sharing or extraction
of water under any other right must not prejudice the principles set out in paragraphs (a) and (b).

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(3)(c) Relevant plan

provisions

Available Water Determinations (AWD) would only be made for the Riverina Water Clause 39
County Council (RWCC) PFAS Alternate Supply Access Licence after meeting

certain conditions. Furthermore, AWDs would only be made with reference to

RWCC’s likely water demand.

More information

To read the amended water sharing plan and supporting fact sheets, visit the department’s water

sharing plan status page.

To read the water sharing plan amendment protocol, visit the departments Water sharing plan

amendment protocol page.
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