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Cockburn River Management Zone - Additional
information on proposed revised cease-to-pump
rule

This fact sheet provides cease-to-pump analysis using a different
gauge to that used in the Cockburn River Management Zone fact
sheet (PUB25/637)

Introduction

This information has been prepared following face-to-face consultation about proposed revised
cease-to-pump access rules held in Tamworth on 8 September 2025. Participants noted the original
analysis in PUB25/637 was based on data collected over a short period of time, which included
mostly wet years. The department undertook to provide analysis of potential changes in water
access (that is, the number of cease-to-pump days) under the proposed access rule using another
gauge in the management zone that had a longer data set. Using a longer record aims to ensure a
range of climatic conditions (wet and dry years) are included when assessing potential impacts of an

access rule change, so that results better reflect access under both current and proposed rule.

Important note: The Cockburn River at Mulla Crossing gauge (419016) is not the gauge where
the current or proposed access rule is set. The Mulla Crossing gauge is approximately 7 km
upstream as the crow flies. It does not record the contribution of flows to the management zone
from Moonbi Creek, and its real time rating reliability is poor. Therefore, these figures are
indicative only and should not be taken or interpreted to be the exact impact for the current
proposal of 36 ML/d at the Cockburn River downstream Kootingal Bridge Weir gauge (419114).

Cease-to-pump analysis at Mulla Crossing gauge

Based on the information in Table 1 using data from the Cockburn River at Mulla Crossing gauge
(419016), the proposed change in access rule would result in licence holders being restricted from
taking water for approximately 52.2% of the year on average over the long term. The greatest
reductions in access under the proposed rule would occur in autumn and winter, with an additional
37 and 32 days of no access in those seasons respectively.
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Overall, access would be prohibited most in autumn (about 67 cease-to-pump days on average) and

summer (about 52 cease-to-pump days on average).

Table 1. Statistics for the Cockburn River at Mulla Crossing (419016)

Average days/year that |Average days/year that|Change in access between
take is not permitted at [take is not permitted atlexisting and proposed rule

2.5ML/day (existing 36ML/day (proposed

rule’) rule)

Full gauge 69 191 On average, there will be 122

record (1936- (18.8%) (52.2%) additional days per year where

2023) licence holders cannot take
water

Plan life 13 238 On average, there will be 125

(2012-2023) (30.9%) (65.3%) additional days per year where
licence holders cannot take
water

Figure 1 shows the location of 3 gauges present in the Cockburn River Management Zone. The

management zone itself is the heavy blue line extending into the blue shaded water source area.

Figure 1. Gauge locations in the Cockburn River Management Zone. (L to R: Kootingal Bridge, Mulla Crossing and Swamp
Oak Creek at Limbri - Water Insights)
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