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Compliance with the Minister’s duty under 
section 9 of the Water Management Act 2000 – 
amending the Water Sharing Plan for the Great 
Artesian Basin Water Sources 2020 

This document details how the Ministers have given effect to the 

water management principles of the Water Management Act 2000 in 

the amending the Water Sharing Plan for the NSW Great Artesian Basin 

Groundwater Sources 2020 

Compliance with section 9 duty 
Amending a water sharing plan requires the approval of the NSW Minister for Water and the 

concurrence of the NSW Minister for the Environment. When amending a plan, section 9 of the 

Water Management Act 2000 (the WM Act) requires the ministers to: 

• take all reasonable steps to promote the water management principles and 

• give priority to the water management principles relating to water sharing in the order they 

are set out under s5(3) of the WM Act. 

The water sharing management principles under s5(3) of the WM Act are (in order of priority): 

a. Sharing water from a water source must protect the water source and its dependent 

ecosystems.  

b. Sharing water from a water source must protect basic landholder rights.  

c. Sharing or extraction of water under any other right must not prejudice the principles set 

out in points a. and b.   

How the water management principles have been promoted and given effect to  

When considering whether to approve or give concurrence to amend the plan, the Minister for Water 

and the Minister for the Environment respectively can be satisfied that all reasonable steps have 

been taken to promote and give effect to the water management principles of the WM Act, 

including consideration of the principles in s 5(2) and the prioritisation of the water sharing 
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principles contained in s 5(3) in accordance with s 9(1)(b), in amending the Water Sharing Plan for the 

NSW Great Artesian Basin Groundwater Sources 2020.  

In all instances, the highest priority has been given to the principle contained in s 5(3)(a), which 

requires that the sharing of water must protect the water sources and its dependent ecosystems, 

along with the principles contained in s 5(2) which contribute to this principle. The second highest 

priority has been given to the principle contained in s 5 (3)(b), which requires that the sharing of 

water must protect basic landholder rights.  

The remaining principles contained in s 5(2) have been given varying levels of priority that correlate 

with the intent of a particular provision in the plan. For this amendment, while still considering 

principle 5(3), a priority has also been given to the principle contained in s 5(2)(g) to provide for 

bores to be constructed at less than the current minimum distances to property boundaries or other 

bores. Pending the type of bore and the water source, an impact assessment may be required to be 

considered when determining an application for an approval. 

Principles in section 5(3) of the WM Act  
Of the water management principles under the WM Act, those in section 5(3) specifically relate to 

the sharing of water – a primary role of water sharing plans in the NSW water management 

framework. In amending a water sharing plan, the principles set out in s 5(3) of the WM Act must, 

where relevant, be weighted in the priority order required under s 9(1)(b) of the WM Act. Refer to the 

table below for relevant details. 

Tables setting out considerations of water management principles 
Table 1. How the amendment promotes the water management principles of section 5(3)(a) 

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(3)(a)   Relevant plan 

provisions  

The amendment protects the water source and its dependent ecosystems 

by maintaining the Plan’s exiting distance restrictions for bores in relation to 

Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDEs) 

Part 9 
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Table 2. How the amendment promotes the water management principles of section 5(3)(b)  

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(3)(b)   Relevant plan 

provisions  

The amendment protects basic landholder rights (BLR) by: See below 

• removing distance restrictions in relation to property boundaries and other 

bores for proposed BLR bores in the lower risk Eastern and Southern 

Recharge groundwater sources of the Plan 

Part 9 

• allowing for Ministerial discretion for distance restrictions in relation to 

property boundaries and other bores, requiring that no more than minimal 

detrimental effect to the approved access of another person be 

demonstrated by hydrogeological assessment when determining work 

approvals for BLR bores in the Surat, Warrego and Western groundwater 

sources. 

Part 9 

 

Table 3. How the amendment promotes the water management principles of section 5(2)(g)  

How we have promoted the principle in Section 5(2)(g) Relevant plan 

provisions  

The amendment maximises the social and economic benefits to the community by: See below 

• allowing increased flexibility to landholders when locating BLR and non-

BLR bores in relation to property boundaries and other bores 
Part 9 

• allowing for Ministerial discretion for distance restrictions in relation to 

property boundaries and other bores, requiring that no more than minimal 

detrimental effect to the approved access of another person be 

demonstrated by hydrogeological assessment when determining work 

approvals for all proposed non-BLR bores and for BLR bores in the Surat, 

Warrego and Central groundwater sources. 

Part 9 

More information 
To read the water sharing plan and supporting fact sheets, visit the Department’s water sharing plan 

status page. 

https://water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/our-work/plans-and-strategies/water-sharing-plans/status
https://water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/our-work/plans-and-strategies/water-sharing-plans/status
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To read the protocol for amending water sharing plans, refer to the Water sharing plan amendments 

protocol published on the Department’s website. 

https://water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/509863/water-sharing-plan-amendment-protocol.pdf
https://water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/509863/water-sharing-plan-amendment-protocol.pdf
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