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Changes to the Water Sharing Plan for the NSW
Great Artesian Basin Groundwater Sources 2020

A summary of changes made to the Water Sharing Plan for the NSW

Great Artesian Basin Groundwater Sources 2020

The NSW Government has amended the Water Sharing Plan for the Great Artesian Basin

Groundwater Sources 2020 to;
e remove distance restrictions from property boundaries and other bores that apply to basic
landholder right (BLR) bores in the Eastern and Southern Recharge groundwater sources.

¢ allow ministerial discretion to approve an application within restricted distances and without
neighbour consent provided the proposed extraction will have no more than minimal

detrimental effect on the ability of a person to take water at an existing bore;
i. for BLR boresin the Central, Warrego and Surat groundwater sources, and
ii. for non-BLR bores in all water sources.
Table 1 summarises these amendments.

Table 1: Summary of changes to the Water Sharing Plan for the NSW Great Artesian Basin Groundwater Sources 2020

Change in amended Basis for change

plan
37(4) - Change to 37(4)(d) to | Change allows flexibility in locating works while
circumstances allow exemption also continuing to provide for effects on other users to
when the location | to 37(2) and 37(3). be considered. Applications can be refused or
restrictions do not condition imposed to minimal effect on approved
apply water supply works.

Aligns with other inland groundwater plans - that
allow exemption /Ministerial discretion to these
distance restrictions if there is no more than
minimal effect on the ability of a person to take
water using an existing approved water supply work

and any associated access licences.
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Basis for change

Aligns with intent of 2008 Plan - The 2008 plan
allowed Ministerial discretion provided a
hydrological study by the applicant demonstrates
minimal potential approved or unacceptable
adverse impacts, potential impacted works holders

are notified, conditions are imposed if necessary.

41(1) -in the
Eastern Recharge
and Southern
Recharge
groundwater
sources from
bores on another
landholding used
for either a) BLR
purposes or b)
under an access
licence other than
for local water

utility purposes

Remove

Change allows flexibility in locating works and
recognises the lower likelihood extraction from a
bore used solely for BLR will affect another bore
given take for BLR is less than 20ML/year

(estimated).

Aligns with other inland groundwater plans -
other inland groundwater plans do not restrict new

or amended BLR only bores from other bores

Partially aligns with intent of 2008 plan - The
2008 plan restricted new or amended BLR bores
from other bores but provided Ministerial discretion
provided a hydrological study by the applicant
demonstrates minimal potential approved or
unacceptable adverse impacts, potential impacted
works holders are notified, conditions are imposed

if necessary.

41(3)
41(3)(a) - from the

boundary of a

landholding
41(3)(b) - from a

work that
nominates a local

water utility or

Remove for Eastern
and Southern

Recharge

groundwater sources.

Keep for Central,
Surat and Warrego

groundwater sources

Eastern and Southern Recharge groundwater

sources

Change allows flexibility in locating works in the
Eastern Recharge and Southern Recharge
groundwater sources. It recognises the lower
likelihood extraction from a bore used solely for
BLR will affect another bore given take for BLR is
less than 20ML/year (estimated).
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Change in amended Basis for change

plan

major utility Aligns with other inland groundwater plans -
access licence Other inland groundwater plans do not restrict new
or amended bores used solely for BLR from near

landholding boundaries.

Central, Surat and Warrego groundwater sources

The restriction is to be maintained in the
pressurised Central, Surat and Warrego
groundwater sources. In these groundwater sources
take for BLR can have a wider effect than non-
pressurised systems, especially in those
circumstances where there are bore trusts serving
multiple properties that take larger volumes of
water than standard BLR bores serving one

property.

The 2008 plan restricted works used solely for BLR
near property boundaries and near local water
utility or major utility works but allowed ministerial
discretion provided a hydrological study by the
applicant demonstrates minimal potential approved
or unacceptable adverse impacts, potential
impacted works holders are notified, conditions are

imposed if necessary.

New subclause - Add a new subclause Change allows flexibility on locating works if there
to allow a work at | that allows exemption | is minimal effect on other users.

a lesser distance to location restrictions Aligns with intent of 2008 Plan that allowed

that specified if it | specified in Ministerial discretion provided a hydrological study

would resultinno | subclauses 41(2) by the applicant demonstrates minimal potential

more than a 41(3)(a) and approved or unacceptable adverse impacts,

minimal 21(3)(b) for the potential impacted works holders are notified,
detrimental effect . . .
conditions are imposed if necessary.

on the ability of a | CeNtral, Suratand

person to take
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Change in amended Basis for change

plan
water using an Warrego groundwater | Other inland groundwater plans - do not restrict
existing approved | sources new or amended BLR only bores from:

water supply work i. the boundary of another landholding,

and any ) . : -
_ ii. alocal water utility or major utility
associated access
_ water supply work,
licence

iii. another BLR bore in the same

groundwater source

iv. awater supply work taking water under

an aquifer access licence

v. therefore, Minister’s discretion of a
lesser distance has not needed to apply

in these circumstances.

Why we have made these changes

The process for changing water sharing plans
As well as the approval of the Minister for Water, amending a plan requires the agreement of the
NSW Minister for Environment (this is known as ‘concurrence’). Consistent with section 9 of the
Water Management Act 2000 (the WM Act), when amending a water sharing plan the ministers must:
e take all reasonable steps to promote the water management principles of the WM Act and
e give priority to the principles relating to water sharing according to the order they are set out
in under section 5 (3) of the WM Act.
The water sharing management principles under s5(3) of the WM Act are (in their order of priority):
1. Sharing water from a water source must protect the water source and its dependent
ecosystems.
2. Sharing water from a water source must protect basic landholder rights.

3. Sharing or extraction of water under any other right must not prejudice the principles set out
in points 1 and 2.
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The NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water’s Water group worked
with colleagues in the department’s Conservation Programs, Heritage and Regulation group to
develop the amendments before submitting the plan for the agreement and approval of the

ministers.

More information

To read the water sharing plan and supporting fact sheets, visit the Department’s water sharing plan

status page.

To read the protocol for amending water sharing plans, refer to the Water sharing plan amendments

protocol
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