Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water

Questions and answers

NSW

GOVERNMENT

ﬂ Questions and answers from the webinars about the registration of interest to

Q" transfer water licences to Aboriginal entities, held 10 and 12 November 2025.

QUESTION

What if your corporation does
not have a registered business
in NSW or have property
located in NSW but identify
culturally with NSW by
working with other land
holders with assets located in
NSW?

RESPONSE

The corporation's operations within NSW would need to be described in question “B7” of the ROl form (per
eligibility criteria 2.a).

The entity must also have premises within NSW and must carry out operations from that office or premises.
If the corporation were to have a registered office in NSW, or premises in NSW from which they carry out
operations, it could then meet eligibility criteria 2.b.i).

If the corporation is unable to prove it has a registered office or premises in NSW out of which it conducts its
operations, it would not be eligible.
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What consideration has been
given to supporting groups to
cover costs associated with
converting water into benefits
for mobs? What consideration
has been given to ensuring the
water entitlements returned to
First Nations people through
this process are retained by
First Nations people into the

future (e.g. fee waivers)?

Why wasn't the Federal Water
Act implemented as a
fundamental part of the

Murray/Darling Basin Plan?

The general water access licences transferred to eligible Aboriginal legal entities from this ROl can be
permanently sold on the water market (via a trade), which is the case for anyone holding a general water
access licence. Money received through permanently or temporarily trading a water access licence can be
used for any purpose that meets the needs of the Aboriginal legal entity (e.g. community, education, housing
etc.). This is consistent with self-determination principles.

If a legal entity intends to trade water to generate income, we recommend first investigating whether there is
an active water market in the water source the licence is granted in. There are application fees to do trades
(dealings). At this stage the department is not offering financial support to participants once the transfer of
the licence has been completed, for example fees to trade the licence or to build the infrastructure that may
be needed to take water or apply for approvals. There may be other NSW or Commonwealth government
grants which could be used to financially support these types of costs.

The department and WaterNSW cannot arrange the actual trade of water access licences, shares or
allocation between different parties. Participants can privately engage a water broker to assist with the
trading process.

This question is outside the scope of this registration of interest initiative. The Commonwealth Government is
responsible for the Water Act 2007 which provides the legislative framework for managing water in the
Murray-Darling Basin.
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How to get access to water
from the river and what are the
water tariffs. | am all new to
this and really need to be told
in plain English. Thanks so
much

We recommend booking a call with our department staff to better understand your specific situation and
circumstances. For example, your location may influence the different ways and/or costs for accessing

water.

Tariffs:
Even though the granting of a licence would be at no cost to the new holder, yearly water charges will apply
even when no water is taken from the water source. These charges are all listed in the registration of interest

form.

There is a minimum annual charge to hold a water access licence, and it applies in each water source a
licence is held in. For the 2025-2026 water year it is $295.66 so regardless of the number of shares you own
in a water source, you will need to pay at least $295.66 for that year. The charges need to be paid each year,
and the amount will increase per water year (same as a financial year) because of the Customer Price Index
(CPI).

Water management charges in water sources in unregulated river and groundwater systems are usually

cheaper than charges in regulated river systems because they require less management by water agencies.
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| had a go at registration last
week we couldn't find where or
unsure where MOAMA LALC

closest water sort was or is

What if only one or two entities
register interest? Will the
available water split only
between those who express
interest? What if there are
competing interests e.g. a
LALC or PBC should have
greater priority than an ACCO.

Can you please explain again
what should be done if you

want the water left in the river

You can use the LALC filter within the online maps to zoom to Moama LALC. There may, or may not be water

sources within, or in close proximity to individual LALC areas.

There are 2 separate maps available on the ROl webpage - 1 for surface water (regulated and unregulated

rivers) and 1 for groundwater so we would encourage you to check both.

If you are after further advice, please feel free to book a call with our departmental staff for further

assistance. Booking links are available on the webpage.

Water will be split equally amongst all interested legal entities, as long as they meet the eligibility
requirements.
Where there is more than one eligible entity in a water source, the Assessment Panel will:

1. look at the number of shares available in the water source
2. look at the number of eligible entity participants who registered interest in the water source
3. divide the available shares evenly amongst eligible entity participants.

The Assessment Panel will recommend the offers of shares to be made to the eligible entities.

We recommend booking a call with our department staff to better understand your specific situation and

circumstances. Booking links are available on the ROl webpage.



https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/projects-and-programs/aboriginal-water-programs/registration-interest-transferring-water
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/projects-and-programs/aboriginal-water-programs/registration-interest-transferring-water
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Can we apply for licences to
devolve to other Aboriginal
organisations? Can the Zone
office of NSWALC apply for
licences, then give those

licences to LALCs

Can you please provide
direction where these grant
opportunities are for securing
bores, pumps, applications

fees, etc.

We recommend booking a call with our department staff to better understand your specific situation and
circumstances. The legal entity applying would need to meet the eligibility criteria. If the Zone office is
legally part of NSWALC they would not be eligible to apply as NSWALC is precluded from lodging a ROl as it

was consulted on the design of the ROI process.

There may be other NSW or Commonwealth government grants available now or in the future that could be

used to financially support infrastructure or other costs of taking water under a water access licence.
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The potential tradability of
these entitlements has been
emphasised quite a few times.
From the department's own
analysis, can you please advise
how many of the water sources
/ how many of the 26,000ML
available through this
opportunity are in sources
active temporary and

permanent water markets?

What about a Zone office of
NSWALC?

We encourage you to seek further information through the Trade Dashboard on the department's website. A

link is available from the ROl webpage.

If a Zone office is a separate legal entity from NSWALC they would be eligible to apply.



https://water.dpie.nsw.gov.au/our-work/licensing-and-approvals/trade/trade-dashboard
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/projects-and-programs/aboriginal-water-programs/registration-interest-transferring-water
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Will the expression of interest
be extended if there is not
much uptake to the program?
Or will these shares be held so
that mob can eventually apply
for these licences over a
period of time?

What is the cost to register the
water with Land Titles registry
please?

Which individuals in the Dept
make the tricky decisions to
allocate the licences when

many ROIs?

There may be further opportunities to receive water held by the Minister, but no guarantee. The water
available through this process is a result of an accumulation of licences over many years. Transfers of these
access licences is a step being taken to increase Aboriginal ownership of water access licences that can be
used for any purpose or traded.

The NSW Government has committed to cover the dealing costs involved in transferring the water access
licences to successful Aboriginal legal entities as part of this registration of interest process. This includes
the fees associated with registering the new water access licences with NSW Land Registry Services.

The registration fee in 2025/26 is $175.70 (inc. GST). Instructions on how to register will be provided when

the licence is transferred.

The distribution of available water shares will be an objective process. Water shares available within
available water sources will be split into equal amounts and offered to all Aboriginal-controlled legal entities
that meet the eligibility criteria. The Assessment Panel will be responsible for recommending the offers
based on this sharing approach.



https://www.nswlrs.com.au/services/fees-payments/fees
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What happens if you receive Yes. Water shares available within available water sources will be split into equal amounts and offered to all
(for example) 10 applications Aboriginal-controlled legal entities that meet the eligibility criteria. It is then up to each Aboriginal legal

for the IML General security entity who receives an offer whether they accept the offer or not.

water that's available in the

Murray regulated system? Will

it be split to 0.1 ML per

applicant?

Can an org or business apply Yes, they can. However, accepting any offer of water access licences as a result of this registration of
for all the water all across interest process will result in the new owner being liable for the ongoing water management charges and
NSW? other costs that may be associated with all of those licences. Water management charges apply to each

licence held.

Would it be helpful to update This would not be possible as the department needs to wait until the ROI period closes to know which water
online with details of licences sources have not had any registrations of interest.

that have not received EOI

before the EOI closes?
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What have been some of the
challenges so far in the uptake
or use of water access

licences?

We are keen to learn more
about Aboriginal Water
Licences; we have our own
Ranger team where we are
now able and have the
capacity to work in the space
of Water.

Will this be enduring
ownership, or at the whim of a

change of government?

Aboriginal people currently own less than 0.2% of licensed water entitlements in NSW, despite being more

than 3 per cent of the population.

Challenges and barriers include:

e historical dispossession, lack of land ownership or other formal land access arrangements
e cost barriers to accessing water (including approvals)

We are trying to increase awareness of the mechanisms available for Aboriginal people to access and own
licensed water, including Aboriginal cultural specific purpose access licences.

We recommend booking a call with our department staff to better understand your specific situation and
circumstances.

These are perpetual water access licences. Consistent with self-determination principles, they can be
permanently on-sold and the income generated from that sale can be used for purposes that meet the needs
of the Aboriginal entity (e.g. community, education, housing etc.). These licences cannot be taken back by a

future government without compensation.
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Does NSW have information on
what percentage of the water
available is within sources that

has active trading?

How are we to hold water for
Christmas time in Wilcannia
when it's very hot in
summertime always still water

& algae around Christmas time

Have you got a map in a table
with share components next to

each of the region?

Roughly how long would it

take to finish an application?

We haven't calculated this. We encourage people to visit the Trade Dashboard where you can explore water

sources of interest and information about previous trade volumes and prices.

We will have a video walk though of the Trade Dashboard, similar to the video walkthrough of the online

interactive maps, available on the ROl webpage.

We recommend booking a call with our department staff to better understand your specific situation and

circumstances.

The interactive maps linked on the ROl webpage show whether there are shares available in the water

source(s) you may be interested in.

Once you have identified the water source(s) you are interested in and have gathered your evidence

documents ready to upload, it could take approximately 30 mins to complete.
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Does the geographic location
have any impact on the water
entitlement sharing? E.g. would
a corporation registered in

Hunter be preferred for Hunter

water entitlements over

Murrumbidgee water?

Noting that the ROl process will
be finalised by the end of March
2026, how is the settlement
process looks like? Should we
plan to have the water by 2026-
2027 water year?

SPALs have a registration fee

I’'m curious about how your
process works to make sure
Nations’ rights to water on their

own Country are recognised —

The distribution of available water shares will be an objective process. Water shares available within water
sources will be split into equal amounts and offered to all interested Aboriginal-controlled legal entities
that meet the eligibility criteria. An Aboriginal legal entity could register interest in any water source where
water is available, and if it meets the eligibility requirements will be given equal weighting for sharing,

unless it asks for a lesser amount. The water management charges will apply to each licence held.

The Department aims to have the water transferred to successful participants by 1 July 2026 which is the
start of the 2026-2027 water year.

We are currently looking into the fees payable to Land Registry Services for Aboriginal specific purpose

access licences.

The objective of this project is to make licensed water available to as many Aboriginal controlled legal
entities as possible. We recognise that Native title rights exist.
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particularly where water access
isn’t limited by location and
anyone can apply for a licence?
How do you incorporate cultural
protocols and outcomes into
that process? Beyond that -
where groups haven't been able
to go through the Native Title
process* but are still Nations

and have rights

What First Nations methodology
or process is used to determine
who gets what water when
several applications are from
same tribe or nation, regardless

of legal entity they sit under

Can | apply for shares in the
Hunter if the corporation is

registered in Wagga?

Water shares available within available water sources will be split into equal amounts and offered to all
interested Aboriginal-controlled legal entities that meet the eligibility criteria.
We encourage discussions amongst members of entities or communities to understand the implications of

the approach to sharing/distribution.

Yes.
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Is there any future potential for | It’s possible. Currently water management charges apply to all general water access licences including

fees and charges to be covered? those currently held by Aboriginal people.

You mentioned retaining water Water sharing plans and policy settings are reviewed periodically in response to a variety of issues.
in the river - under WSPs - but

those provisions aren't providing

the flows and healthy river

outcomes that many groups

want for their rivers. What other

projects and works are

underway to improve WSP rules

for First Nations aspirations?
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