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Opening Water Allocations 2026–27 
Groundwater Sources 

Growth in use measures are not required in any groundwater sources    

Water availability and allocation update 
The NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water today announced the 

opening water allocations for groundwater users for the 2026–27 water year. 

Groundwater extractions have remained low over the past decade and are not expected to exceed 

the limits set under water sharing plans. As a result, all groundwater licence categories received 

their full opening allocations for 2026–27, except for a few that are linked to regulated river 

available water determinations. 

Key information 

• Major utility access licences covered by all groundwater water sharing plans have received an 

allocation of 100% of entitlement or 1 megalitre per unit share. 

• Local water utility access licences covered by all groundwater water sharing plans have 

received an allocation of 100% of entitlement or 1 megalitre per unit share. 

• Domestic and/or stock water access licences covered by all groundwater water sharing plans 

have received an allocation of 100% of entitlement or 1 megalitre per unit share. 

• Salinity and water table management licences covered by all groundwater water sharing plans 

have received an allocation of 100% of entitlement or 1 megalitre per unit share. 

• Aquifer access licences covered by all groundwater water sharing plans have received an 

allocation of 100% of entitlement or 1 megalitre per unit share, except those listed next. 

• Aquifer (high security) licences in the Gundagai Alluvial water source received an allocation of 

0.984 megalitre per unit share. 

• Aquifer (general security) licences in the Peel Alluvium Groundwater Source received 

0.878 megalitre per unit share. 

• Upper Namoi Zone 1, Borambil Creek groundwater source aquifer access licences received 

2.3 megalitre per unit share in accordance with the respective water sharing plan. 
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Water sharing plans allow groundwater to be temporarily pumped for some years at higher volumes 

than the annual limit, provided the long-term average annual extraction is not exceeded. This 

provides users some operational flexibility around seasonal variations including droughts.  

The Department assesses if average extraction over the previous five years has exceeded the long-

term average annual extraction limit plus a buffer (compliance trigger). Once the compliance trigger 

is reached, groundwater allocations may be reduced until extraction is back within the long-term 

plan extraction limit to prevent long-term resource depletion. Analysis of recent extractions and 

available water indicates that no groundwater sources are likely to exceed extraction limits under 

their water sharing plans. 

Useful links 

 
Allocation statements for all water sources are available at: Water allocation statements | Water 

 

The dashboard on water availability and allocations for all water sources is available at: Allocations 
dashboard | Water 

 
Water sharing plans for all water sources are available at: Water sharing plans | Water 

Contact 

 

Subscribe here to receive water allocation statements and email updates from Water Group of the 

department. 

 
You can also follow the department on X: @NSWDCCEEW_Water  

 

Contact information for water enquiries and other water-related matters can be found on the 

department's website: Contact us - DCCEEW | Water 

 

https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/allocations/water-allocation-statements
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/allocations/allocations-dashboard
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/allocations/allocations-dashboard
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/plans-and-strategies/water-sharing-plans
https://watergroup.dpie.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz64ec1269e0a4b577/page.html?prompt=1&parent_id=zzzz64e6f21cae029431
https://x.com/NSWDCCEEW_Water
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/contact-us-water

