J
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water “__\‘_‘_’)'

Water Allocation Statement

GOVERNMENT

1July 2026

Opening Water Allocations 2026-27
Unregulated River Water Sources

All unregulated river licence categories receive their full opening
allocations for the 2026-27 water year

Water availability and allocation update

The NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water today announced
opening water allocations for unregulated river water users for the 2026-27 water year.

Water users are reminded that they can only take from unregulated rivers when the conditions
specified in their access licence are met. This means that, in addition to having sufficient allocation
and account balance, river flow conditions must be met before water can be taken.

Key information

¢ Major utility access licences covered by all unregulated river water sharing plans have received
an allocation of 100% of entitlement or 1 megalitre per unit share.

e Local water utility access licences covered by all unregulated river water sharing plans have
received an allocation of 100% of entitlement or 1 megalitre per unit share.

e Domestic and/or stock water access licences covered by unregulated river water sharing plans
have received an allocation of 100% of entitlement or 1 megalitre per unit share.

e Unregulated river and unregulated river (special additional high flow) access licences covered by
all unregulated river water sharing plans have received an allocation of 100% of entitlement or
1 megalitre per unit share, except the water sources listed in the next dot point.

e Unregulated river access licences on the Hunter River, Paterson River and Wallis Creek tidal
pool water sources have received an opening allocation of 75% of entitlement or 0.75 megalitre
per unit share. The allocation will be assessed every quarter until it rises to its maximum of
100%.

¢ Floodplain harvesting water access licences covered by unregulated river water sharing plans
have received an allocation of 100% of entitlement or 1 megalitre per unit share.
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e A Section 324 Order is currently in place until 30 September 2026, restricting take by
unregulated river access licence holders in the northern basin, subject to conditions. However,
the restrictions are temporarily lifted whenever the active storage levels in the upper lakes at
Menindee have risen above 250 GL. Further details and the latest status can be found at: Various
water sources in the northern Murray-Darling Basin Order (No.1) 2026 | Water

Recap on last water year (2025-26)

Similar to this water year, all licences for unregulated rivers received their full opening allocation on
1July 2025. Rainfall varied across the state throughout the water year. Coastal and far western
regions generally received average to above-average rainfall, while dry conditions developed in
southern inland areas early in the year, and gradually extended northwards as the year progressed.
As a result, southern, central, and northern inland regions recorded below-average rainfall overall.

Below-average water availability reflected the generally drier conditions across the state, with
unregulated river water use down by about 30% on the 2025-26 water year. River flows have
generally been sufficient to meet demand, but many catchments through the central inland regions
have experienced below-average soil moisture and lower streamflow levels toward the close of the
water year.

The Barwon-Darling (Baawan-Baaka) River flowed for a strong portion of 2025-26, with high
inflows to the Menindee Lakes system early in the year, with the combined capacity peaking at
nearly 90% in October 2025. Inflows then gradually receded from spring through to winter, with the
combined Menindee Lakes nearing 30% by year end and the Section 324 Order being implemented
to ensure connectivity through the basin including securing critical human water needs in the upper
Menindee Lakes system.

Water availability outlook

Looking ahead to the early months of the 2026-27 water year (July to September), the Bureau of
Meteorology is forecasting a low likelihood of exceeding median rainfall across much of inland
New South Wales. However, the forecast for coastal catchments suggests a strong chance of
median rainfall during this period.

In unregulated river systems, the taking of water is opportunistic, based on natural flow conditions
in response to rainfall and runoff. Day-to-day access to water is prioritised through licence
conditions - the highest priority purposes being allowed to continue to take water down to lower
river flows. Cease-to-pump limits on licences protect the lowest river flows. That is, unregulated
river water users can only divert water when flow thresholds in the river, prescribed on their water
licence, are met, regardless of their account balance.
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Therefore, the announced water allocation is not designed to control daily access to water in
unregulated systems. The allocation is only available for use once there is sufficient river flow.

Routine statements

Routine water allocation statements typically are not required for the unregulated river systems.
However, updates for unregulated river access licences on Hunter River, Paterson River and Wallis
Creek tidal pool water sources will be assessed quarterly and reported in the Hunter Regulated
River and Hunter Unregulated Water Sources allocation statements.

Useful links

AN
Allocation statements for all water sources are available at: Water allocation statements | Water

(s The dashboard on water availability and allocations for all water sources is available at: Allocations
Z
dashboard | Water

V@V Water sharing plans for all water sources are available at: Water sharing plans | Water
AV a Ve v

Contact us

Subscribe here to receive water allocation statements and email updates from Water Group of the
u department.

You can also follow the department on X: @NSWDCCEEW_ Water

Contact information for water enquiries and other water-related matters can be found on the
@\7 department's website: Contact us - DCCEEW | Water
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