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Macquarie and Cudgegong Regulated Rivers 
Water Source 

No change in general security allocation  

Category 2026–27 allocation  Account balance 

Macquarie GS - 42%  (244 GL) 

Cudgegong GS - 53%  (10 GL) 

Macquarie EWA -   22%  (35 GL) 

Cudgegong EWA - 59%  (7 GL) 

Key information 
• This resource assessment is based on information as of 1 July 2026. 

• All higher priority licences received their maximum (100%) allocation on 1 July 2026. 

• Supplementary and floodplain harvesting licences received their maximum (100%) allocation on  

1 July 2026. 

• Due to ongoing drier conditions, the planning horizon for this water source has been reviewed 

and a higher priority reserve for the 2027–28 water year is being accrued.  

• A bulk water transfer from Windamere Dam to Burrendong Dam may be required early this water 

year, under the minimum inflow planning scenario. However, the volume and actual timing for 

the transfer depends on future system conditions and operational requirements, which continue 

to be closely monitored.  

Next statement 
The next routine monthly water allocation statement for this water source will be published on 

Wednesday 12 August 2026. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/nsw-government/about-website/copyright
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Summary of the last water year (2025–26) 

At the start of the 2025–26 water year, all higher-priority water users including local water utility, 

domestic and stock, and high security licence holders received their maximum (100%) allocations. 

Supplementary and floodplain harvesting licence holders also received their maximum (100%) 

opening allocations. 

General security (GS) licence holders in the Macquarie River started the water year with an average 

account balance of about 69% of entitlement, and Cudgegong River GS licence holders commenced 

with about 114% of entitlement. During the year, GS allocations increased by a total of 31%. By the 

end of the year, average GS account balances had declined to 42% and 53% of entitlement, for the 

Macquarie and Cudgegong river users respectively, reflecting moderate usage driven by drier 

conditions in the second half of the water year. 

Burrendong Dam received close to median inflows of 372 GL during the first 6 months of the water 

year, followed by well below average inflows of only 55 GL in the second half. Most inflows 

occurred between July and October from corresponding above-average winter rainfall. 

Windamere Dam remained at a high storage level throughout the water year, declining slightly from 

89% to 83% of capacity. Burrendong Dam started the water year at 49% capacity and increased 

early in the year following winter rainfall before falling steadily during the extended dry period, 

ending the water year at 28% of capacity.  

Environmental water was also delivered during the year, with a total of 64 GL used in the Macquarie 

River and 6 GL in the Cudgegong River, supporting environmental outcomes. High rainfall late in the 

season, both within the catchment and downstream of Burrendong Dam, triggered translucent flow 

conditions with about 6 GL of the EWA delivery to the Macquarie River occurring in June. Over the 

course of the water year about 100 GL was available to the Macquarie EWA through carryover and 

new allocations, with 13 GL in total available for the Cudgegong EWA. 
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Resource assessment data sheet 

Resource distribution (July 2026 to June 2027) Volume (GL) 

Current and future resources (1)  521 

less     

Planned environmental water balance 35  

Domestic and stock, local water utility balance 23  

High security balance 13  

General security balance (2) (3) 244  

Evaporation from Burrendong Dam (4)  32  

Rights, transmission, and operational losses (5) 149  

Higher priority reserve (2027–28) (6) 25  

equals   

Surplus (or deficit) (7)  0 

Notes: 

(1) Active storage volume in Burrendong Dam at end of June (net of 34 GL of dead storage); plus minimum budgeted dam 

inflows from now to June 2027; plus the planned 184 GL transfer from Windamere Dam. The minimum inflow budget 

corresponds to July 1982 to April 1983 record, excludes high inflows of May and June 1983. 

(2) Volume in general security accounts below Burrendong Dam inclusive of balances of current water year allocation, 

and carryover amount. 

(3) The held environmental water is estimated to be 85 GL of general security entitlements. These reported entitlements 

are managed by agencies holding environmental water accounts. They include the NSW Government and the 

Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder. 

(4) Evaporation loss from Burrendong Dam is based on projected storage depletions. 

(5) The volume required to run the river to meet all non-licence-based demands and delivery overheads. This mostly 

comprises basic landholder rights, transmission and operational losses under dry conditions. The volume of second 

year is inclusive of delivery loss for the projected carryover volume. 

(6) Volume reserved for opening allocation to higher priority needs on 1/7/2027. Includes domestic and stock, local water 

utilities and high security requirements, plus essential requirements to run the river, offset by minimum inflows 

expected in 2027–28. The current estimate of the required reserve for the next water year is about 109 GL.  

(7)  Surplus (or deficit) of water available after accounting for all commitments. 
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Storage volume simulation 
The storage outlook for the assessment horizon is provided below. It shows that with current 

allocations and commitments and an assumed repeat of the historical minimum inflow sequence (at 

the start of the water sharing plan) together with forecast demands, the volume behind Burrendong 

Dam will reduce to a minimum by April 2027 then begin to recover. Note that this is not a forecast 

but a simulation to show that delivery to higher priority needs is secure. 

 

Figure: Simulated depletion of Burrendong Dam storage volume 
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Useful links 

 
Allocation statements for all water sources are available at: Water allocation statements | Water 

 

A series of guides that describe the water allocation methods for most NSW regulated river systems 
are available at: Resource assessment process | Water 

 

The dashboard on water availability and allocations for all water sources is available at: Allocations 
dashboard | Water 

 

Water sharing plans for this water sources is available at: Macquarie-Cudgegong Regulated Rivers 
Water Source 2016 

Contact 

 

Subscribe here to receive water allocation statements and email updates from Water Group of the 

department. 

 
You can also follow the department on X: @NSWDCCEEW_Water  

 

Contact information for water enquiries and other water-related matters can be found on the 

department's website: Contact us - DCCEEW | Water 

 

  

https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/allocations/water-allocation-statements
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/allocations/how-water-allocated/resource-assessment-process
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/allocations/allocations-dashboard
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/allocations/allocations-dashboard
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/information/asi/electricity-and-water/wsp-macquarie-and-cudgegong-regulated
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/information/asi/electricity-and-water/wsp-macquarie-and-cudgegong-regulated
https://watergroup.dpie.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz64ec1269e0a4b577/page.html?prompt=1&parent_id=zzzz64e6f21cae029431
https://x.com/NSWDCCEEW_Water
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/contact-us-water
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Annexure 

Allocations in 2026–27  
Table 1: Water allocation history in 2026–27 for the licences below Burrendong Dam 

Date Licence category Increment Total 2026–27 Account balance 

1-Jul Domestic and stock 100%* 100%* 100%* 

1-Jul Local water utility 100%* 100%* 100%* 

1-Jul High security 1.00 ML/share* 1.00 ML/share* 100%* 

1-Jul Supplementary 1.00 ML/share* 1.00 ML/share* 100%* 

1-Jul Floodplain harvesting 1.00 ML/share* 1.00 ML/share* 425% 

* Maximum allowable. 

Table 2: Water allocation history in 2026–27 for the licences above Burrendong Dam 

Date Licence category Increment Total 2026–27 Account balance 

1-Jul Domestic and stock 100%* 100%* 100%* 

1-Jul Local water utility 100%* 100%* 100%* 

1-Jul High security 1.00 ML/share* 1.00 ML/share* 100%* 

1-Jul Supplementary 1.00 ML/share* 1.00 ML/share* 100%* 

* Maximum allowable. 
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Water sharing plan rules  
This statement includes plain language information on the plan rules relevant to water allocation 

below. This is based on our knowledge and understanding at the time of writing. Water users should 

verify the information as required before making any water management decision. 

• Domestic and stock, local water utility, and high security access licences for water users in both 

the Macquarie and Cudgegong rivers are to receive an allocation of 100% of entitlement at the 

start of the water year. These licences cannot carryover the closing balance into the next water 

year.  

• General security (GS) access licences receive allocations after all higher priority requirements 

have been fully allocated.  Allocation each year cannot exceed 100% of entitlement. Unused 

water can be carried over into the next water year. For specific GS licences on the Cudgegong 

River, carryover is limited to volumes resulting from the previous year’s account balance.  

• The Macquarie Environmental Water Allowance (EWA) and the Cudgegong EWA are both 

credited incrementally at the same ratio with general security allocations. They can carry over 

any unused water up to their maximum account balances of 160 GL and 11.4 GL respectively.   

• Supplementary water access licences are to receive an allocation of 100% of entitlement at the 

start of the water year, unless a growth-in-use measure is required. The closing balance cannot 

be carried over into the next water year. 

• Floodplain harvesting (regulated river) access licences are to receive an allocation of 100% of 

entitlement at the start of the water year, unless a growth-in-use measure is required. The 

closing balance can be carried over to the next water year, but the account balance must not 

exceed 500% of entitlement.  

 


