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Paterson Regulated River Water Source 

No change to general security allocations 

Category 2026–27 allocation Account balance 

General security 100% 110% (10.5 GL) 

Key information 
• This resource assessment is based on information as of 31 July 2026. 

• All higher priority and general security (GS) licence categories have received their maximum 

(100%) allocation on 1 July 2026. Supplementary access licences received their maximum (100%) 

allocation. 

• Environmental water allowance (EWA) licences have also received 2000 ML credit on 1 July 2026. 

• This assessment has returned a surplus indicating that all allocated water is secure. 

Next statement 
As all licence categories have received their maximum allocation, water allocation statements will 

be published occasionally as information update during this water year. 
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Summary of the last water year (2025–26) 

All higher priority licences, including domestic and stock licences, high security (town water supply) 

licences and high security licences, received their maximum allocations at the start of the 2025–26 

water year. Supplementary access licence holders also commenced the water year with maximum 

(100%) allocations. 

GS licence holders began 2025-26 with their maximum allocation of 100% plus 10% carryover, 

giving a total account of 110%. By 30 June 2026, the average GS account balance had decreased to 

90% of entitlement, reflecting relatively low usage of around 20% of entitlement. This indicates that 

a significant portion of the resource remained available for reallocation in 2026–27. 

In 2025–26, the EWA was credited with 2,000 ML, with no usage required due to the consistently 

average rainfall conditions. During the same period, the supplementary access licences account 

balance decreased to 94% of entitlement, with recorded usage of 6% of entitlement. 

The water year 2025–26 was characterised by average rainfall. The highest inflows occurred during 

month of September, contributing 61,771 ML in that period alone. Lostock Dam averaged 97% of 

capacity and spilled periodically throughout the year. 
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Resource assessment data sheet 

Resource distribution (August 2026 to June 2028) Volume (ML) 

Lostock Dam active storage volume (1)  19,996 

Minimum storage inflow (2)  4600 

less   

    Environmental water allowance  2,000  

    Basic land holder rights 502  

    Domestic and stock account balance 41  

    High security (town water) account balance 69  

    High security account balance 190  

    Minimum storage releases 200  

    General security account balance 10,480  

    System losses (evaporation, transmission, operation) (3) 8,622  

    Essential supplies reserve for 2027–28 (4) 2,100  

equals   

Surplus (or deficit) (5)  392 

Notes: 

(1) Lostock as of 31 July 2026, capped at active full supply volume.  

(2) Minimum inflow is budgeted from September 2026 to June 2027. August inflow is ignored, as the storage is currently 

full and unable to capture additional inflows in August. 

(3) Storage evaporation, system transmission, and operational losses are pro-rated across the remaining months of the 

water year (September 2026 to June 2027), as the storage is spilling and unregulated flows have covered the August 

losses.  

(4) Water is required to be set aside in the storage as a reserve to meet system losses plus essential requirements minus 

minimum storage inflows for the 2027–28 water year. No reserve is held for the 2028–29 water year as the future 

minimum inflows are expected to cover the system losses and essential requirements for that year. 

(5) Surplus (or deficit) of available water after accounting for all commitments. As all relevant accounts are allocated to 

their maximum limit, this volume remains unallocated, improving the allocation reliability for the next water year. 
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Useful links 

 
Allocation statements for all water sources are available at: Water allocation statements | Water 

 

A series of guides that describe the water allocation methods for most NSW regulated river systems 
are available at: Resource assessment process | Water 

 

The dashboard on water availability and allocations for all water sources is available at: Allocations 
dashboard | Water 

 

The water sharing plan for this water source is available at: Hunter and Paterson Regulated Rivers 
Water Source 2019 

Contact 

 

Subscribe here to receive water allocation statements and email updates from Water Group of the 

department. 

 
You can also follow the department on X: @NSWDCCEEW_Water  

 

Contact information for water enquiries and other water-related matters can be found on the 

department's website: Contact us - DCCEEW | Water 

 
 

  

https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/allocations/water-allocation-statements
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/allocations/how-water-allocated/resource-assessment-process
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/allocations/allocations-dashboard
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/allocations-and-availability/allocations/allocations-dashboard
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/information/asi/electricity-and-water/wsp-paterson-regulated-river
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/information/asi/electricity-and-water/wsp-paterson-regulated-river
https://watergroup.dpie.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz64ec1269e0a4b577/page.html?prompt=1&parent_id=zzzz64e6f21cae029431
https://x.com/NSWDCCEEW_Water
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/contact-us-water
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Annexure 

Allocations in 2026–27  

Table 1: Water allocation history 

Date Licence category Increment Total 2026–27  Account balance 

1-Jul Domestic and stock 100% 100%* 100%* 

1-Jul High security 1.00 ML/share 1.00 ML/share* 100%* 

1-Jul General security 1.00 ML/share 1.00 ML/share* 110%* 

1-Jul Supplementary 1.00 ML/share 1.00 ML/share* 100%* 

* Maximum allowable. 

Water sharing plan rules 
This statement includes plain language information on the plan rules relevant to water allocation 

below. This is based on our knowledge and understanding at the time of writing. Water users should 

verify the information as required before making any water management decisions. 

• Domestic and stock, and high security licence categories are to receive an allocation of 100% of 

their share components at the start of the water year. No carryover of unused water is permitted 

into next the water year. 

• General security access licences can carryover the unused balance of up to 10% of entitlement 

into the next water year. The total in the account —  including carryover and new allocations —  

must not exceed 110% of entitlement. 

• Environmental water allowance is to be credited 2,000 ML at the start of the water year. No 

carryover of unused water is permitted into next water year. 

• Supplementary water access licences are to receive an allocation of 100% of entitlement at the 

start of the water year, unless a growth-in-use measure is required. The closing balance cannot 

be carried over into the next year. 

 

 

 

  


